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We are sick and tired of such a way of living, sick and tired of being afraid, 


—ASTHHIVERNMENT MARCHER, JULY 1996 


‘NAN ISLAND in the far Russian north stands a monastery, old and 
sturdy but crying for repair, It survives as a symbol of salvation 
and sacrilege, of hope and hopelessness. [nit are mingled the lega- 
cies of great forces—religion, the tsars, communism—that fig- 
ured the Russian landscape and shaped the Russian soul 

To my mind the Solovetskiv Monastery is Russia in acapsule of 
brick and boulder, a monument to the vicissitudes of her history. 

Monks founded it in the 1400s inan elbow of the White Sea. Though far from 
Moscow, it grew into a vital center of the Russian Orthodox Church, with 
scribes issuing holy tracts and smiths sheathing icons in silver and gold. In the 
late 1500s it became simultaneously a jail, The first tsar to banish enemies to the 
cold Solovetskiy cells was Ivan IV, “the Terrible,” who also murdered his son 
and a prelate of the church— among others. 

The communists copied a page of Ivan’s grisly history soon after taking 
power; ta Solovetskiy in the early 1920s went some of their first political pris- 
oners. In the gulag era inaugurated by the dictator Joseph Stalin in the 1930s, 
boat after boat plied the White Sea with victims. Few returned. 

Today tourists walk the smooth cobbles and (Continued on page IT) 





“Predatel! Traitor!” Bitter words fly as a flag-woving retired Russion colonel 
confronts one of the thousands of demonstrators who showed up at last year's 
May Day celebration in Red Square to demand an end to communism. 
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Powerful symbols of the Rus- 
dan motherland, the por- 

objects predented here form 
a lapestey of bmages reaching 
back more than (,400 years, 


grated fram cantral Eurape 
inte the great forests north 
Of the Russian steppe. Known 
ae the East Slavs, they 
evolved inte thre: separate 
gripe: the weeberners, 
southerners, or Ukrainians; 
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and the dasterners, wot 
tines hndwr as Great 
Russian, more often just as 
"Rida. Litthe evidence 
Of the parent culture rermains 
ether than remnants of log 
rated pats | 


#62 Probable founders of 
the first Russian state, vara 
ged breed of Viking traders 

known as the Rus established 
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sag-908 At Kiew, major 
point of contact with the 
Byrantine Empire, the Rus 
Prince Vladimir began masa 
conwersion of his people ta 
Orthodox Christianity —as 
depicted ina baption scene 
from a medieval chronicle 4. 
adoptable culture in Con- 
stantinopla, including the 
domed cruciform architec - 
ture borrowed For early ca- 
thedrals, each as Holy Sofia 
in Novgorod 4. Also indebted 
to Bysantine modela, Russian 
hoon printing achieved the 
dltspilar quality of a metional 
art. Though commissioned in 
Constantinople, the (th- 
century “Virgin of Viadirnir™* 
5 became one of Russia's 
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rmoat rvered eymbots. With 
religion, werit ing 
da. ineoribed tn the Cyrillic 
alphabet, boaartifully ervbed - 
Of Prince Sviatodlay fram 
(OTS ©, are today prime 
euros of medieval Russian 


(aa7) Mongols / led by 
chapter on Kievan Russia, 
thundering and plundering 
through its cites, including 
cow. For more than two car- 
turds the grand princes of a 
fragmented Russia endured 
harmbbing vaddelacee to the 
Tatar khanate of the Golden 


care fo Plies: 


462-1505 As the Tatar 
Yoke loosened and fell, Grand 
Prince Ivan Ill of ktoscow 8 
often called Ivan the Great 
anpanded Muscovite Russia 


practice IF not in name he 

ved the two-headed! ea - 
gle * as symbol of his throne. 
During hit reign the Russian 
Orthodos religion blamed, 
leaving a leyacy of great 
cathedrals, including the 
(Church of the Holy Spirit 
1) at Zacporsh. 


1535-1584 First Russian to 
be crowned tear - or cassar 
Wan IV | | earned his 

eobriqaat, “the Territle,” 
during a long reign of tyranny 
and reform, madness and. 


piety, For the strength ana 
relative stability of his rule, 
however, he enjoys 4 redeem- 
ing folk image. Arnesing the 
Tatar kingdoms ta his east, 
he opened the dour to Sébheria 
and launched Russia on ite 
Path ae a crltethnic 

empire. By (555, whan he 
Ordered the budlding of Mos 
oow's fantastically orna 
mented St. Basil's Cathedral 
12, Redan architecture had 
scaguibreck att cota ietak aber 
national character 


m3 Father of a dynasty 
one that would rule Russia 
for three centuries — Mikhail 
Romanov | 3 succeeded to 
the three after the turba - 
lant Tims of Trowbles, a 
succwsion criss following 
the antinction of the long - 
ruling Ruicth dynasty. 
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gent, and chartamatic, ain - 
Foot -aight Peter the Great 
14 almost single-handedly 
pulled Russia from the back - 
eckkde inte the European 
community. Me aween honced 
Russian man to forfeit their 
thon depicted here in a wood - 
cut cartoon 15. Obsessed 
eo ee 
great sea power, Peter built 
ite first navy 1 and secured 
the anptre’s fret access to 
the Baltic Sea. wean from 


bullt St. Petersburg 17. hie 
“window on the West.” 

where Kumwlia se first iewsqea- 
per 18 was published. Grac- 
ing the city with restrained 
brace aust hades being 


ace 19 hae muda St. Peters- 


burg his capital in 1701. 
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Peter's successors turned to 
racooce styles, as they contin: 
wed to fill the city with great 
frilaced and churches like 
Srnmadiny Cathedral 20) 
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bers of Russian peasants ana 
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Volga, and the Black Sea. 
port of Orieses was founded, 





aa. Hoping to spark a 


uprising. 

Bo invaded Russia with a 
French force of more than 
eal a onic, tec tadbengy Larges 
numbers of Poles avis bo 
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Mies oCOUupy @ burning amd 
deserted Muscow. Faced with 
the viet ef ant arty winter, 
the French retrwated acruss 
the way to Parts by the Rum 
ela Ari. Were Chi Bh 





Nicholas | 25 helped free 

ly in hés reign bert. died while 
his ary was shalemated in tts 
ret Therhah covflict, the Cri 
maa War, Paarhul of an in 
cheaaingly liberal gentry, he 
anerched strict censorship 
ower Rusda's to tellicperetada. 


weunicipothin hie serfs, whi 
by then totaled mone than 
a third of the Russian popu 
lation, A wave of radical 
Carrriaa alata bua iirhag Pot 
by anarchiet ated gochalind 
ceertebers OF the ugar ches 


One auch group, Peoples’ 
Vill, abe coapenabie Fes 
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20-0? =6Russian literature 
af the tth century produced 
remarkable artiste able ta 
mirror, in prose anal verse. 
the singular qualities of Rum 
san life. Aloksantdr Pushkin 
ree-iaat) 26 opened the 
Pandora's bow of contempe 
rary eachoty ae ot Fil mb ject 
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(ene - 152) 29 carried the 
Plater fanatic Partie fen bide 
pocte af Russian socket) were 
daborated by romantic poet 
ett) 30; short story writer 
bears Tuscany (0 tee) 2), 


and playwright Anton — 
Chak how (REREC- Faces) 72 
Towering figures in the pan- 
theen of world literature 
ware novelists Fyodor Dag 
topevah y (hea) - tee) 3, whe 
wrote Crone and Punsfinueraf, 
and Lew Tolstoy (1a28- ii) 
244, awther of War and Paice. 
Revered by his countrymen 
for his philosophy of peasant 
ororality, the aristocratic 
Tolstoy became a spiritual 
Father to legions of followers 
chuarinicy bis Georgy lithe 


mosand ray Thick with re- 
sentiment agains, reactionary 
Tsar Nicholas Ul (lea - nT) 
35 and humiliated by defeats 
in the Russo-Japanese War, 
Russia wees ripe for rebeliicen. 
In (905 and (7 revolution 


ee 
and Moscow 
36. In the confusion follow- 
(ing the abdication of the taar 
(in ten?, Vladimir yich Lenin 
| 4/7, & Marust whe had 
_ been living abroad, used tha 
Bolshevik party to eelte pow: 
er from the provisional gor - 
emment A bloody civil war 
» reged wevtil 924. The follow - 
ing year the Linton of Soviet 
| Socialist Republics was 
| Set of its republics, Lenin, 
as head of that regime, 
| remained dedicated to com- 
ctuniet world revolution until 
hie death in i924. 
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122-1963 0 Growmed by 
Lenin for wadership, Joseph 
Stalin 36 became general 
of the Central 
Committed of the Come9¢nuanist 
Party in 1922. Ruthbesaly the 
ath Nanegian pasted aunts 


welding unlimited puwer ba 
transform the Soviet Untan 
inte a modern industrial 
state. Key to his scherne wan 
the forced callectivization of 
agriculture 39. Though inng 
te A ee 
cost at least 20 milton 

wes 


back at a cost of sewne 25 mil - 
lien Soviet and four million 
German lives. From the aahes 
of wer, howewer, ther Soviet 
Linbon rose even slraoger 
than before — with a hundred 
million East Europeans craven 


qlawest, or opervenss, are pret 
extroiks, or restructuring. 
These Wiseral jarinci- 
ples, and the reduced qlubal 
tensions that followed, wun 
Prize in 1990. But they abso 
had the effect of resurrecting 


US 5K, abong with the 
Communist Party. 





(Continued from page 2) contemplate the 
harrerl doors, for Solovetskry 1s saved as o 
national monument. A secular monument, 
however, no priestly chant floats from beneath 
the shingled domes, 

Church officals dream of repossessing Solo- 
vetskiy, though in Moscow a bishop declares 
fcily: “Perhaps communism could provide a 
couple of thousand monks to make repairs, 
since 1k WHE so Food at making monks vanish.” 


HAD COME BACK to Mother Russia. 
the old heartland from which had sprung 
the Russian Empire and its successor, the 
Lnion of Soviet Socialist Republics, to 
measure change, toseck portentsofthe future. 
This is European Russia, stretching from the 
Baltic shore to the Ural Mountains and from 
tie Arctic tundra to the Black and Caspian 
Seas (map, page 13). It holds a territory more 
than half the size of the conterminous United 
States, and a population of 110 million. Highly 
industrialized, the region receives coal, ol, 
and other raw from the Soviet 
hinterland, proclucing auto- 
mobiles, aircraft, heavy 
machinery, plastics, and 
chemicals. A modern land in 
many wavs, vet profoundly 
tied to the past. 
With domes softh agheam 
In the pale northern sun, 
monastenes like Solovetskiy 
were Garly beacons upon the 
Russian heartland. In 985 


miaterrads 


Christianity reached Kiev 
in present-day Ukraine 


from the Eastern Orthodox 
Church at Constantinople: 
It Was enthusiastically 
embraced by the ancestors of 
today's Russians, a Slavic 
people ruled by warrior- 
traders called the Rus, Their 
haly expanded 
northward into a wide and gentle realm of 
birch and fir—the ample bosom of Mother 
Russia. 

In time this became the core of empire— 
Great Russia. The people exulted in the appel- 
lation (reat Russians (versus the Little Rus- 
sians of Ukraine, a name stil) resented there}, 
The tsars marched across the Urals. to attach 
Siberia, reaching the Pacific, and south to add 
the vast steppe. In the west thev seized the 
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Mother fussia on a New Course 


former Polish ancl Lithuanian lands today 
culled Byelorussia, or White Russia. | 

¥et no previous event in Russia's long 
history had the impact of the upheavals in our 
century. They began with the cataclysm that 
spawned the U.S.8.R.: the 1917 revolution 
and subsequent civil war in which Russia 
became one of 15 Soviet republics, Another 
earthquake proceeds swittly today, It seems 
likely to shatter the Soviet Union as well as the 
failed communist system that for seven dec- 
aces regulated everything from the content of 
newspapers to the production of toothpaste: 

With the Soviet Union careering like a run- 
away trovka, Russia is reemerging, wriggling 
out from beneath the grav leveling blanket of 
socialism. There is a new quest for the much 
trampled Russian culture, for the “soul” that 
writers lauded for its breadth: and warmth. 
The old love of the gentle landscape that 
“spreatls out evenly across half the world,” as 
Nikolay Gogol saw it-in Dead Souls, blooms 
anew —in the form of anger over polluted riv- 
ers and smoky vistas, 





Staff of life for Russians, rich and poor, hot 
locves of bread roll owt of ovens in the medi- 
eval Solowetskiy Monastery (above), onan 
island in the White Sea. A world away, the 
Moscow McDonald's has introduced Russians 
ta something new: the chitburger, served wp 
with smiles and pizzazz. Young pioneers ina 
new world, the 250 of so miainogement troinecs 
handle more than 50,000 orders a day and 
boast of having the best jobs in all Russia. 
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1. Many worshipers doubtlessly seck 
divine shelter from the chaos ot currentevents 
“T speak only of Russia now—the union 
finished,” declared a politician, one ofthe new 
“rater 
This ts retro-revolution: Rus 


a0 and other republics, proclaiming sover- 
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President of the Russian Republic, Boris 
Yeltxin speaks with a reporter during a legisla- 
tive break in Moscow's Grand Kremlin Palace. 
For more populor at home than Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev, who shines abroad, 
the former party boss from Sverdlovsk bolted 
the Communist Party last July, Since then he 
his attempted to set the agenda for economic 
arm! politica! change in a meunting power 
struggle between republic and union, 


We have portromy but no 
bortki—We have communist committecs but 
not even peasant s pants.” 

Yet acon on Revolution Day, November 7, 
of the communist regime 
massively celebrated, anger filled Ked Square 
Among Communist marchers ome 
banners denouncing democrats as CLA sup- 
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lent antiparty mob, bearing a buge funeral 
wreath that proclaimed the anniversary a day 
of mourning and signs equaling 
with fascism 
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where convened the 
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Party. ‘Television 
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Foding the Russians call 
it—" the motherlanc,”' 
Larger than India, the 
European home of the 


East Slave i but one 


quarter of the Russian 
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spans a continent and 
om braces 00 nationalities 
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Under pressure to deal with a disintegrating 
cconony, members of the Hussiiin congress 
scan telecrams (right) from their newly and 
Londiy vocal constituents, Cutside, near Real 
Square, a motley assortment of homeless per- 
sons ond protesters—itncluding 20) menibers 
of the Union of Persecuted People—camp owt 
in tents while airing grievances directly to the 
pissing public—a sight once untiinkatle now 
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Wiile generols of the Red Army stand atop 
Lenin's Tomb to bask in the memory of a great 


Victory, veterans of a net-so-elorious wor 
fother in Gorky Park to celebrate nothing 
more than survival, Left owt of the May 9 
pordde on the 45th anniversary of the World 
Wor I] victery over Germany, veterans of the 
wear th Afghanistan face neglect ond disrespect 
from their commnainten. Bearing a striking 
resemblance to U.S. veterans of Vietnam, many 
are openly bitter, claiming their wor wos inh 
Today thou 
sands more soldiers are returning from East 
Europe, finding neither jobs nor living space 
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Something new on Korl wore Square, an 
encounter between a stylish Muscovite and a 
young Gypsy beggar dramatizes the sharpen- 
ing social contrasts mow evident in large Soviet 
cities. In the foce of national economic chaos 
an influx of foreign currency is bringing 
prosperity to some, expecially entrepreneurs 
working outside the offictal system. 

An oasis of charm in gray Moscow, the 
historic Arbat district (opposife)—once home 
to such figures os Pushkin ond. Lenin—thrives 


With street artists ond sidewalk cafes. 
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Like most deputies, mathematician Golov 
isa polttical novice. These novices enthusiasti 
cally united to defeat ci 
last March; whether they can unite 
e million is still unclear, 
ades of central control “thes 
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strong leader would guide the deputies 
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Nevertheless, the deputies have been feud 
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O MANY CITIZENS Leningrad is still 


“Peter,” o nickname that harks 


back tothe city’s founding in 1703 as 
Sst, Petersburg. In World War I Rus 
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arisen within the church that mirror seculor battles raging in the Kremlin 


Heformers seek absolute separation from the state, while conservatives 
counsel coution, remembering the dark dave of the 1920s ond “30s whe 


thousands of priests and monks were killed by government troops 








On the dark side of glasnost, mentbers of the Pamvat National Patriotic Front meet in the 
Moscow apartment of their president, Dimitrii Vasiliev. A reputed admirer of fuscism, Vosifiew 


blames Russio’s (lls, including 73 wears of communism, on Zionists and Masons. 
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“thy students know nothing about being Jews,” says Viedimir Zeiv, o teacher of Hebrew at the 
Aioecow Synagogue, While the new school is a product of new freedoms, so too ts a vinulent 
revival of anti-Semitism. The majority of these students and their fomilies plan to emigrate. 


re | ae = | J 5 | 
their three-vear-old son, Sasha. Ane in truth. 


? ft len o 
the room isn 'teven theirs 


ribles fh month 


They pay a hundred 
than half Boris’s sala- 


et this flat from tts POUPINE OW rTer 


more 
ryv—to sub 
Hort i epoalietl 526 a cloakroom attendant to 
help make ends meet. “Same people are worse 


said. Indeed many fam 
are flats with others 


Ot than we are, he 
fliesin Leningrad must 51 
IET EVIDENCE AROUNDS that Russinis 
adore thisun-Rus Music lov 
ere stand in ‘Tikhvin ¢ ‘emetery 
church. “I fee! 
my Own hea bat a woman said as she laid a 

imation on Pyotr Tchaikovsky’ 


Pascian tradition t ‘toilet E revered men togeth- 
Tel 


teen City 


a6 it 10 





Closer hit than io 


-frave. [ts 


er in final rest; Tchaikovsky is flanked by 
Mussorgsky, Komsky-Korsakov, 
Borodin. What a 
: just around a corner, 


(slinka, and 
And | 5 - 
in the section 


necropolis! 
tovevsky | 
for writers 

With the elegance of the 1% 
literature of ‘Tolstoy, the 


ke the achi jmte sl 
SKY, Lhe achievements of Such 


‘ntury—thi 





= 7 f 
music of Trchaikov 


Sf 1H ISL z5 


A Frag ds hal ie is 


Ldsor @ Me YW Loge. 


Dnutry Mendelevey 


periodic table 


whe Chevied chemistry 
would come, again and 
warnings of the gulf between Ru 
sent d families a nd her impoverished mil- 
lioms: Linhl L8e6] 
j 
t 


OTched Penirey 


Lerrkin, 
Sin & 100,000 
LUSssia 5 Masses Were serts 
or to the state, Ex 
pated, they nevertheless had to pay fot 
necades later were still overbur 
million rubles 
ittempted revolu 
Dmimersed in 
An phi tle 


a a fb. ™ 
co thy naneci- 





nicl to 
till arc fous 
dened witha debt of 1: 

Russia wis 
Lion, Sir 
the Uiopian Precepts ol Crh 
pher Karl Mars 
in their determination to destroy tsarist rule 

Lame finally World War 
loll: six milion Russian casualties 


mt hored deep inte 





scoured by 





165, ANG assassinations 
Lietin 
SOC ALISTS Grew In number and 
| with its ghasth 
45 laerma- 


pee 7 of 
Lint = 


the prostrate land, 
ing troops swelled the masses of the cities 
early 
day after day until a quarter million = 
the streets, (Jn Marth 15, as local army reai- 
Wwicholas I abr 

fins chert. 


i fe e ble 


ij fap fpr i] iT 
In | FITOETH 





WOTrkers 


i e 
Romanov 


ments jomed the 
cated. ‘The 


Imperial Russia 


nasty was 


was Heantlerdd ewer to 





az 
= 

= 

—_i 


i 


“ae if! & 
k _—_—! 
=, = 


i 





wil tana - [| ris ry te 


: 
| WeEnt tll 2] 

: s . 
upartment that Le 


erring 


0 ur | | a mn = awe . 
hd es i) ROM. 


= 


| hy ii 
at " 
Nt 


ei | a 
oe Pl 


i! i i “i ple bee . 7 i 
AL igi l 1 W un Bit iia , a — + Late 


ing i bss 





Cradle of the revolution, Leningrad ia still Russia’s most p Witically restive citv. Auilt along thi 


| — = fe oe, = i 
wig Hiver (above) by Russio’s 
Lerenritineg tre city & founding in | 


os Saitek tel ie I a oe oo) a rE " hai a aa 
Pei Wes Le i ae a ] ri fF bead Loy ot, rid Cv Pers i I Li peri 
on ous oe? cere ] ee 7 i 7 r 
center of Western influencs O03, actors portray Peter, his 
| ‘| ; 1 . j ony ll "I 5 — | | — a F . ] 
how). Many Leningroders want to restore the citv'’s name tr the 
rag EF irorriad = 9t wEl ps fava | i an roTsa i | 
Pi. ond GP ee LE. ie ee | Pay PFul | Luo a. Lid 12 





{rime and ci Wription his beat Aleksanilr 


Werrorav interviews an cdocused rapist (top) 


forthe miliions who watch his TV show, Six 
Hundred Seconds. Infuriated by his aggressive 
style, the suspect jumped for the journalist's 
throat but wos restrained. In December, pur- 
sun a tip for “secret documents,” Nevzorov 
nite shot ond wounded by a Loinown mes: 
ant in 2 remote pert of Leningrad. 
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special rations of sausage. The economy stag- 
nated. When Gorbachev relaxed the system of 
policy, party, and penalties that held all 
together, it simply collapsed. 

Industries ground toa halt for want of parts 
and supplies, Wages went up anyway. Last 
fall whole regions were withholding goods— 
and getting away with it. Karelia, inthe north, 
stopped shipping paper ane timber because it 
wasn't receiving food from the south. Though 
Gorbachey increased prices to collective 
farms, Leningrad's meat supply shrank by 27 
percent, Moscow's food by 40 percent. Jour- 
nalists divined in this agony the hand of hard- 
line communists determined to smother the 
“democratic plague" in these cities. 


The truth was always spoken by dissi- 
dents, Now the whole Soviet people are 
disstdent. —POLIMTICAL RALLY SPEAKER 


In raucous reunion in Moscow's Gorky 
Park veterans of the war in Afghanistan 
exchanged bear hugs ant! passed the vodka. 

Viktor fingered his campaign medal. “Gor- 
bachev's reward to the soldier international- 
ists,” he said sarcastically, 

Though Gorbachev ended Soviet involve- 
ment in Afghanistan, he earns scant respect 
from the veterans, for he alloweditto continue 
during his first four years in power, 

To anmher veteran, Pavel, the war, which 
In a decade involved perhaps a million Soviet 
troops, was “just a-testing field for weapons— 
Amercan weapons, British weapons, Russian 
weapons.” Like the Vietnam Warinthe U. 5., 
this one was unpopular at home, “Young men 
going inte the army should know that war is 
dirty,” Pavel added, “so they won't be fasci- 
nated by medals and uniforms," 

If the army isn’t sacred in Russia today, 
what is? 

Is the Tchaikovsky piano competition sa- 
cred? When an American contestant, Kevin 
Kenner, started to play Tchaikovsky's Piano 
Concerto No. | in the finals lust year, he heard 
the audience hiss. It had nothing to do with 
him; the serious music lovers were telling the 
acopmpanying orchestra that they knew the 
brasses had muffed their opening notes. 

This happened contestant after contestant. 
All finalists must play the piano concerto. All 
could. The orchestra, alas, could nat. 

Instead of commissioning a first-class: Mins- 
cow orchestra for the prestigious international 
contest, the arrangers hired a provincial 


Mother Russia on a New Course 





prrtgation, from Rostov. Critics suspect an 
old- boy network was operating. (Despite all, 
Kenner managed a third-place tie.) 

With the collapse of the command system, 
the Tchaikovsky competition has become one 
more thing—like soap factories and vodka dis- 
tilleries—alflicted with the national malaise. 

Around the old Moscow of rigid regulation a 
new Moscow spurts chaotically, Desks and 
perhaps a computer transform apartments 
into outposts of rampart opinion, where 
“informal” (nongovernment) organizations 
ste tracts and plot the end of communism, 

This is. not always democracy at work. Ina 
fat hung with icons, Dmitrii Vasiliev con- 
cemns the 1917 revolution as a Zionist plot to 
subvert Russia, citing such Jewish leaders as 
Leon Trotsky, 

Vasiliev heads one of the anti-Semitic orga- 
nizations called Pamyat (Memory). The boss 
of a more virulent Pamyvat group speaks of try- 
ing Jews for “crimes.” As he says this, he 
motions as if wielding a machine gun. 

Russian anti-Semitism seems to revive in 
hard times or when the government needs a 
scapegoat —one reason that Jews are emigrat- 
ing at the rate of 10,004) a month. 

Then we have Sergei lurkov-Engelhard, 
grandson of a tsarist army colonel, who says, 
“Russia has no democratic tradition. Russia 
cannot be ruled any way but by a monarch.” 
lurkow's monarchist party hopes to bring a 
Romanov kinsman now living mn France to the 
throne, Quite a few Russians think a new tsar- 
ist regime would be best for Russia. 

Many “informals” believe they are spied 
upon, “T can't tell you more about our work 
than the KGB already knows,” Turkov said, 
rolling his eyes toward the ceiling of his flat. If 
Tlooked out the window, he said, I would see 
a white car. “It is always there when we have 
visitors.” Llooked—and saw a white cor. 





URVEILLANCE would be in keeping 
, with the KGR’s Big Brother role. 

| And though the gulag is officially 
closed, manyv'a citizen still looks ner- 
vously over his shoulder, For example, Slava, 
who entertained me with a night of witty con- 
versation—and then was afraid to write his 
name in my notebook. 

The KGB, or Committee for State Security, 
acknowledges an image problem. So it cre- 
ated a public-relations department. Anything 
seems possible now in Mother Russia. 
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Lubianka Prison in 
cow, to have coffee with Maj 
Rarbaingy 
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The general 


Mother Russ: 
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Black earth of central Russia underfoot, the 
cows come home to Tersa for milking. Once 
home to about 5,500 people, the willage teday 
holds only 1,500. Resident Raia Ragoshkina 
(Soettom) cherishes visits by her granddaughter 
lana from the city of Voroneth, where she and 
her parents moved to seck a better life. It ie in 
villages like Tersa that Russian reformers hope 
to initiate a transfer of land and property from 
public to private ownership. 


comes the PR message—“its humane activity 
and observance of laws.” Perestroika, Gorba- 
chev's policy of restructuring, “assures publis 
control of the security organs so that nothing 
such as unfortunately happened before will 
ever be repeated.” 

Nor should we think of the security organs 
as bloodthirsty in those times—the Stalin 
veors, the 1930s to 1954, when millions were 
executed or vanished. “There was strong 
opposition to this within the security system.” 

And, of course, in the 19605 and 1970s it 
wren't the Kis B’s fault that dissidents were 
jailed for speaking out; the secret police were 
merely carrying out the 

(ine cannot help thinking in the Lubianka's 
quict corritors of all the cittimens who entered 
ts coors and never came out ahve. But now, | 
was assured, the prison cells have been con 
verted into office and archive space. 

| departed in wonder. Was this Moscow or 
Marlison Avenue? 
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4D 18 THAT WALL STREET on the other 
side of the sepia River from the 
Kremlin? The sien says Pvatnitskay: 
Street, but one meets here such men 
as Evgeni Rapoport, fierce advocate of pri 
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Rapoport iS Vice Chairman ¢ the = Conpera- 
ive Stolichovwi Bank, established by entrepre- 
neurs to lend rubles- aticeathy a ‘million or 
more—to other entrepreneurs. Interest rates 
Are CAUnting: as high as 25 percent, depending 


on the risk. Even so, several Stolichnyi cus- 
tomers are prospering in fields where state ser- 
vices lag, such as auto repair. 

“Socialism, capitalism—it doesn’t make 
any difference what the ‘ism’ is called,” said 
bank customer Georgii Galubchikoy, whom I 
met farther down Pyatnitskaya Street. “The 
main thing is to live better.” 

Boss of a construction concern that is doing 
well—12 million rubles in business in two 
years—Golubchikov pays himself 2,000 
rublesa month. This is a goodly $3,600 at the 
official exchange rate but merely $100 on the 
black market, Nevertheless, that’s 800 rubles 
more than Gorbachev gets, I noted_ 

“Ves—becaust | work harder. And the 
results of my work can be seen.” 


(tH PLENTY OF RUBLES burning 
pockets and little for sale, Mos- 
cow's economy has become a 
shambles, Taxi drivers in the petty 
mafia operating around Intourist hotels accu- 
mulate fortunes—a fortune in this case being 
about $30.aday. This is what my friend Misha 
averages in hard currency from such custom- 
ers as American journalists and Japanese and 
German businessmen. At the black market 
rate, 20 rubles to the dollar, his daily take 
is twice the monthly salary of a mid-level 
bureaucrat. “I take my girl to nightclubs,” 
Misha said. “1 can-get all the vodka | want. 
I'm thinking of going to Germany to buy a 
used Mercedes.” 

College kids have seen the power of the 
hig mak and the chishwreer. A McDonald's 
employee named Sergei earned 350 rubles a 
month working between school terms — more 
than his father, a teacher, “I think I want to be 
a businessman,” Sergei declared, 

Biznesmen used to be a bad word. Now 
some Russian businessmen drive foreign cars 
equipped with telephones. The Soviet Union 
has spawned tens of thousands of ruble mil- 
lignaires. Much of that wealth probably came 
from shady deals in foreign-made VCRs or 
automobiles, even drugs. 


Religion is the opium of the people. 
= KARI MARX 






Every day they come—Olga, Aleksandr, 
Galina, Boris, seekers of the faith. On a Sun- 
daythey stand outside the Trinity Church near 
Moscow State University at nine, waiting fora 
priest to beckon them to the baptismal urn. 


iF 


A woman in pink exercise togs smiles at 
them.as she pedals close to the church door on 
her bicycle, Dismounting, she bows toward 
the sanctuary, crosses herself, then rices on. 

There will be 28 baptisms today; yesterday 
there were 20, Tomorrow will bring more. 
Many are children escorted by parents. Others 
grew up in homes where religion had been 
abandoned to comply with the government's 
policy of atheism, For example, Natasha, age 
36, acovert believer, long afraid she would be 
punished at her job if anyone found out. 

Now the government has put such fear to 
rest. Gorbachev began relaxing the govern- 
ment’s grip on the church in 1987, returning 
centuries-old cathedrals that had been user as 
warehouses or office space, The number of 
Orthodox parishes in Moscow has doubled to 
nearly a hundred; in all the Soviet Union there 
are now 11,000—a fraction of the possibly 
150,000 that existed before the revolution, 
though priests are confident the number will 
continue to grow. 

“The state is going to make the church free, 
and the church is going to help the government 
make the people more moral,” declared a 
bishop at the 700-year-old Daniloy Monas- 
tery, recently reopened. 

Forty-five miles north of Moscow, in the 
town of Zagorsk, the shimmer of domes an- 
nounces the Trinity Monastery of St. Sergius. 
Founded in the 1300s, it was once one of Rus- 
sia’s most important ecclesiastical centers. 

St. Sergius was allowed to reopen after 
World War I] —Stalin’s thank-you for Ortho- 
doxy's patriotism. From that time, tt has been 
one of three that prepares men for the prest- 
hood, a modest endeavor when the number of 
churches was small and static. Now its acade- 
mics are expanding to help meet the sudden 
demands for priests, choir leaders, and icon 
painters. Nine hundred study for the priest- 
hood by correspondence. 

“T want to serve the people,” declared semi- 
narian Mikhail Mironenko, fixing me directly 
with eyes of Slavic green. He believes God 
called him to the priesthood—“I can't look at 
itany other way,” 

The Volea is mourning; il is pleading 

for help, —PNVIROMMENTALIST 

Centuries before the Slavs arrived, other 
peoples—Bulgars and Magyars—dwelled 
along the middle and lower Volgn River south 
and east of Moscow. In Kazan, a Volga port 
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Well clad is well met for a group of teens in Volgograd, chic in Western stvles and trademarks 
“ts very touching, the author says of Soviet youth and their single-minded pursuit of fashion 


trophies: jeans, polo shirts, and—grandest prize of all—-Walkman cassette ployers. 
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Hngeriines: And it is resr | man—-killme 
Mice the frothy water spilling from the Volwo 








im, fishermen hustled hundred-pound 
apecimens onte a research boat. Technicians 
weighed them, checked for disease, took fin 
amples to reckon age One of the five females 
opened that morming bore not iridescent black 
rot but a 25-pound ee sac of gray mush 
“About a thousand dollars’ worth of caviar 
wasted, fisheries biologist Jurti Dolidze said 
with disgust 

Pollution is apparently the major cause of 
rolten eges, frequently seen in the caviar har 
vest. The river carries heavy metals such as 
MErcury and cadmium, petroleum residues 
and PCBs from factories—plus fertilizers and 
pesticides trom farms 

Enoineers had fitted the dams with ¢leva- 
tors to host sturgeon upstream. But the reser- 
voirs were heavily polluted. Females could not 
Ane! their wav and aborted. Or the eges the; 
deposited became crow food when reservoir 
levels were lowered to meet power demanils 

Fewer and fewer fingerlings abartne’ tie 
journey back to the Caspian, until fisher 
experts gave up on maintaining the migration 

“T'm not boasting of anything today,” Turi 
said with candor unthinkable a few years ago 
"“Thave nothing to boast of.’ 

With the harvest declining, few Russians 
see the prized caviar atall: most is exported to 
ETL hard CUITENCY 


The ideal of Vf. hentn Cree and Win 


a =i i — = ton Pe. 
— i SS lee Ce THe LRAT AS oer Pt 


In Voltograd—the name was changed from 
Stalingrad in 1961—water and air pollution 
reiped make the Beology Club a political 
powerhouse 

“We presented our complaints to Commu 
nist Party committees, bit they never cid.any 
thing,” club member Leonid Krupatin said 
In last year's elections the club took its case to 
the voters. Leonid ts one of 12 club members 
who won seats on local and regional councils 

nother went to Russia's Congress of People’ 
Deputies in Mosca 


Mother Russia was still angry when her like- 
ness wos roised in the 1960s on the site of the 
Battle of Stofingead. Demolished during com- 
bot with the Germans in World War E, the 
cily—now known as Volrorraod—was totally 
repuiit; new factories and apartment blocks 
extend for 40 miles along the Volga River 





“They don't now why, but they know it’s 
important, sve Father Georrtil Stidvono 
of his burgeoning congregation, who flack to 
his resurrected church in southwest Moscow 
fo ET Pe rience the MICOS i if TMT ee 
amu! baptism (left). Meanwhile, the bells of St. 
Basil's near the Kremlin are breaking their long 
silence, os Russia turns back to the church 
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76s, ptople still swimin the Volga, and I did 
too. Some things are more precious than lif 
or so (i seems al the moment. You hues! forget 
ibout heavy metals ond the 274 smokestack< 
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experts predict riots in the cities this winter 
Chere is the prospect of mass unemployment if 
incificxent factories are shut—a. frightening 
specter for unaccustomecd Russiins, Whatever 


ese the communists chicl, they provided iohs 


ry 
ind paychecks, Though the party has lost tens 





l thousands of members, it remains stroneh 
entrenched in the buresucract. in a pecition to 
stone pillars mark the limits of the German throttle reform 
novance im 194 to the old downtown —in Many Russians believe oldl-line communists 
one of the war's most decisive battles will indeed try to thwart the movement to 
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Inthe rebuilding the city was patterned with democracy and the breakup of the Soviet 
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Flags joinon a Soviet crewman’ s 





hard hat—symbol of a new 
spirit of Cooperation. The director 
ot Soviet manned Sul ymersibles 
repors On Jom sc lentific 
missions with Americans, including 


descents to study fish 6.000 


fee| cle wn tn the Indian ‘er Pani. 
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Urbanization challenges agriculture in California's 
Central Valley, aeérnucopia that feeds America: 
Photographs by SARAH LEEN MATES . 


49 


P| 


ital 
ae 
= 


ao Pu 
me 


‘= a = 7 
oh al a ss | 
d _ } 





= i J I fa ip 7 trEE " 
ry el Peni yl hytis fake &xira@? cari Pee WPT a ee ax ae er (ol STE ET nt 


i I | = a 74" rer aa 4 
Pron frie! Sango Ranch near Bokersfield to eastern United States 


wr | i oe ign | lia ae rinse PT iT oy i wel nay ft it =p" i Alas 1 eo Paes 
PEL Aa i. Bok Pa ice CEPOL, EEE CE cr vey ore PST oe Tee Of Dif hie Par iy 


ef | I =ap p Pai i J | Pe & 5 ! = . 2 4 ee a i . i ; 
Z ULE Tey PCL nod ShTTUAHCeH TH LAP Len an Vahiey 





‘ERE, IN THIS VALLEY of 
sweet acres, the farmlands 
push night up to the shoul- 
ders of Route 99 where it 
runs from Red Bluff in the 
north to the honky-tonk 
south of Bakersfield, up and down the flat 
land in a straight line almost Below Sacra- 
mento it is two lanesone way and two the 
other, andin betweena barrier of oleander rises 
in flowering fits of scarlet, pink, anc white. 

The almond trees standin rows that seem to 
reach to the distant mountains, and later, 





when they are in bloom, the color will be like a 


glorious benediction upon the land. ‘There are 
grapes {are there grapes’) and tomatoes, 
oranges and cotton, and roses even —commer- 
cially grown roses Covering as many as 3,000 
acres in one place land I saw not a trace of 
black spot in the lot) —counted among the 250 
or 50 agricultural commodities grown here. 

Plentiful water and an unfailing sunny 
warmth work magic in the making of food and 
fiber in this place in California called the Cen- 
tral Valley. Accounting for at least two-thirds 
of the state's 17,5-billion-dollar annual busi- 
ness in agriculture—by far the nation's larg- 
est —the valley is without equal inallthe worid 
as on irreplaceable resource for farming. 

Of course, farming in the Central Valley ts 
not to be confused with taking aload of vegeta- 
bles to marketin a pickup truck. Although the 
average farm size in the valley is less than 500 
acres, there art many operations where the 
acres are counted in the thousands, those that 
have come to be known as “factories in the 
field.” The largest producer of table grapes 
in the nation js here; and so is the one for 
almonds, and for tomatoes for processing. 
This is where most of the raisins come from, a3 
well as almost all the figs and pomegranates 
and other such sybaritic delights. 


PRE CENTRAL VALLEY, consisting of 
the Sacramento and the San Joa- 
quin Valleys, starts in the north 
around Redding, where walnut 

orchards claim much of the farmland. Bakers- 
field is at the southern end, and flanking the 
valley are the Sierra Nevada on the east and 
the Coast Ranges on the west. More than 400 
miles long, the valley is Jess than 50 miles 
across in most places (map, page 57). 

Rich as it is in agriculture, this 18-county 
region is succumbing to the pressures of a 


Fs 


state struggling to control its excesses, In the 
(Central Valley a harvest of profound change 
has begun, including 

« afast-paced spread of urbanization; 

e agricultural) activity nearing a peak ond 
approaching a downturn; 

*« anew and sharp sensitivity to the environ- 
ment, with pesticide usage declining and 
organically grown foods on the rise; 

¢ adogged pursuit of reform in the pricing and 
distribution of water. 

Central Valley farmiand is being converted 
tourban use atarate approaching 20,000 acres 
a year. An influx of people ts making cities 
out of the towns, out of places like Tracy, 
Mianteca, and Ripon—even places where, 
more often than not, an aged setter lies in the 
road and snaps at bothersome bees on steamy 
afternoons, 

Many of those moving to the valley are 
workers in the San Francisco Bay area or inthe 
sprawl of Los Angeles. They drive jong dis- 
tances for the commute, some leaving as early 
as 4:30 in the morning and not returning until 
after sunset. 

But the reward for that hardship ts afford- 
able housing, a golden grail in a state where 
more than 2,000 people arrive cach day to take 
up permanent residence. 

“The cost of living has increased here, but 
compared with the bay area we're still a bar- 
gain,” said Janet Carlsen, Mayorof Newman, 
a valley town sitting at about the halfway 
point between the Sierra Nevada and the 
Pacific, “We're getting many new people in 
Newman, mostly commuters. Our population 
has pushed 4,000, and with completion of the 
seven new subdivisions now in the works or on 
the planning board, we will have doubled the 
number of howses here in five years.” 

At Tracy aspecific program has been drawn 
up to guide the swell of growth and develop- 
ment. But it remains to be determined if the 
rise in population will strengthen the bonds of 
community, the sense of belonging. 

“TE you look at the pattern of commuters in 
California, you will find that they seldom 
build an alliance to the community,” Michael 
Locke, Tracy city manager, said. “Probably 
80 to 90 percent of our new homebuyers are 
commuters to the bay region. They're at their 
job site for eight or nine hours a day, and 
they're on the road for another three hours. 
They don't join the community, because they 
don't have time.” 
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Almond trees wear a sunset blush under the foothills of the Sierra Nevada. 
Uf. 5. almonds, grown exclusively in Californta, are exported to foreign 
markets, chiefly Japan, Germany, and the Soviet Union. 
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fromourfaciity, you'd say, Hey, these aren’ 
atta 


Bnd We're Making progress,” 


It's just Uial the progress we 


if not fast enourch to satisfy the 


Chey re not-as- good as the ones you get 
outolvourown backyard, but thev're not bad 
Then yo 


Leo to the supermarket and buy 


ju 


One Of Tht TOnaMenial Proolens we race 


e the [iMare fam 
Peddler License 


. i — 
46 in Boston and 
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ttarted spelling produce (rom apushcart. Since 


then the company has become a multimillion 
lollar arriculturabeiant, growine citr 


prapes, and various vegetables, with opera 
tions in five stats 


lt is in the Central Valley, though, that the 


family operation ts facing most fully the chal- 
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n the conduct of agribusiness 
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Concerns about the use of pesticides hang 





over the valley like an electrical storm, and 
eriowers are faking heed: For the tirst time 
in mueocderr mmercial agriculture im this 
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arzanic farming. And the door seems to be 
closing—somewhat—on. the practice by the 
federal governmentot supplying water forirmn 


ratio Mm cht ih hi rriy¥ & lbsidized COs 
The federal Bureau of Reclamation admin 
isters the gigantic Central Valley Project 


through which the arid acres of the wal 


ate Mate MaArvelously productive by means o| 
itigation. Gonstruchon began in 193), and 
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Ripe and ready for sorting, tomatoes 
move along conveyors al a Modesto 
cannery. A nuapor py acesstng center 
Modesto handles tomatoes Cronin 


thn oOugionud the area, 


vould have tightened loopholes in feculations 
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Some large-scale growers have met the current 


requirements by breaking up their spreads 
into 960-acre blocks and shifting ownership to 
family members 

Meanwhile, forgrowers, the system remains 


one of embracing benevolence. It has added 





The Central Valley's agricultural acre- 
age is watered by tivo main sources: the 
state-managed Califorma Aqueduct 
fabove) and the federal Central Valley 
Project, including the Friant Kern Canal 
(map, right). The latter supplies suost- 
dized water for irrigation—adding to a 
national debate over water policies. 


a | 


a new dimension to efficiency in farming 
Ordinarily, there a fervent wish in the valles 
thatit not ram in the summer, for that tends to 
interfere with the programmed release of trri- 
pation waters 


But the drought m (alifornin has lasted 





more than four years, ancl the 
EMpPty Skies fre behing watched 


with growing apprehension. 


FP THE CIrres and 
towns in the (en- 
tral Valley, none 


Is MOre 





charged 
with the spirit of change than 
Fresno. It sits as close to the 
geographical 
forma as any city of size, and it 


center Of aAll- 
is a place of old Armenians 
and young Southeast ASUS, 
and all tnese aes and natpon 
alities in between who came 
across the mountains, touched 
by visions of a golclen land, 
Detractors hke to pomt oul 
that in a national poll taken 
seven vears ago to determine 
the most desirable place in the 
country to live, Fresno placed 
dead last 
have been times when the cits 


And indeed there 


seemed aswirl with the ambi- 
ence of a bus station 

tut now 
sults of the 


Fresno to be the fastest grow 


pri liminary re 


19O0 cen show 


Ing big city in the nation, 
having a population increase 
nce s 1 bey | 


a of percent 


Urbanization has swept in, 
dong with a multitude of ser- 
Vice MOuSstries. 

gang busters 
Kerber, the 


city s recently retired chrectior 


“It 18 #omng 


pere, (reorgze 


| | "| 
Of HeVZIODMeEDL, Said 


ewes Of Men A Women oursich His OTe 


souelit inpray al of blueprints for develo 
ment. The value of construction tor tre ‘Wea 
seemed certain to surpass that of 400 million 
dollars for 1989 

“Sixty percent of the new constraction 1 
residential,” Kerber said, “As we move into 
aericultural land, We are @nceuntering se rics 
oroblems with groundwater contamination 


Nationa Geographic, February 109) 



















Croplands 
under strain 


L wy 7 .NCE an intind sea, the Central 
| | Valley —as the Sacramento 


7 and San Joaquin Vallevs 
together are known — gradually filled 
with sediment that created fertile soil. 
Tts irrigation has made California 
the leacting agricultural state. Yet the 
basin, flanked by mountain ranges, 
now traps air pollution from urban 
centers; Large areas of farmland are 

in danger of becoming unprocdiuc- 
* tive because of salt buildup in 
. the soil. Consumér concern 
| about pesticides has led 
‘| 6 Some farmers to reduce 
‘i bn r their use and risk 
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Harvested and loaded, cotton awatts 
a trip to the gin, About 3,000 Central 
Valley growers produce the high- 
valve crop, which is reasonably 
tolerant of salintty im the soul. 

To dispose of salty irrigation 
aramage water, some! farniters use 
holding ponds. Evaporation leaves 
salt deposits (bottom) that would 


otherwise ruin the soil. 


Now, before adeveloper can buildin this wen- 
cultural jand, he must prepare An environ- 


mental impact statement ond tell how he 
Intends to correct any 
problem. It can be very expensive. 


To bring. the 


water“onlaminalion 


Sarena 


lards. the treatment most often used & car 


WHier [oO ACCeDRApit 


hon filtration [ he CiLy —Widse DOPWIATON 
draw 1 


municipal water from wells, of which perhaps 


now exceeds 350,000—continues to 
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to date paste ides user in agriculture. 


if the 


around 


HE MOST PRODUCTIVE FIELDS ' 
Central Valley are those 
Fresno; indeed the county of Fresno 
ranks firstim California, and there- 

ial 


me about without a: steady 


fore the world, for bountiful agriculture 
could not have ¢ 
stream of workers from the south, up fron 
Mexico to labor in the fieids 

It 1s possible to 
Denny 5 restaurant in Fresno and not hear a 
that the 


Central Valley and all of California could one 


reakinst bar at a 


hit the 6 


J = = | 
word of English; proof, need be 


day be predominately Spanish-speaking, per 
haps even by the end of this century 
T Southeast Asin are 


often heard as |} mone 





zw LINKIN? Cielects of 
well. There are 30,00 
from the mountains of Laos 


They started to 


nione, retucees 


iving in-and around Fresno 


arrive in 1 O80. tured by word of mouth from 


relatives and friends 


It 1s 


largest Hmong community outside 


In just one vear, 1982 
core &. 000 made their way to the count, 
now the 
southeast Asin 
Elsewhere in the Valley tens of 
scarred 
area of the world are seeking to make a new 
bite at Mercer, And 


Bakersfield, | spoke bo Houe Vang, oa local 


entra 


I | J = a “t y OE aL - 
thousands of athers from that war 


hetween Sacramento 


Hmong leader. “We come here because of the 


land, because most of our people are farmers 
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equipment here, So, if they can tind a vacant 


ne told Me Hitt Tan y have 


because they ifford ta bu 


cannot 
lot EVETL, they aril GEL met hing the Et 

[In Merced I came across a family of Hmong 
scratching in the soil] of a plot behind a church 
The father, a man of no more than 30 YEAS 
S50 





ce no Enelish, but with gestures he told me 


His motions were 


ind then he touched the tips ol 


what he heaped to harvest 
trailing ores, ! 
his fingers to his lips. Clearly he had put straw 
err plants in the grouncl. 

Ls rich as the Central Valley is in agricul 
romuction, most of the counties in tt face 


Merced € 


LUFRI OD 


financial crisis ounty is especiall 
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hard-pressed to provide services. Some.11,000 
southeast Astans live there, of whom $0 per 
cent depend on public assistance 

“We constantly run two to three times the 
unemployment rate of the state or the nation,” 
John B. Cullen said, 
California’s 58 counties all but five have 
higher median incomes than Merced.” 
is director of the Merced County 
Human Services Agency, and the burden falls 
HT hin nS much a5 anvone to come up mrithy 


“Additionally, out of 


( wihen 


L$ million dollars each vear to meet the cost 
of welfare pavments to the Southeast Asian 
tmmiprants in the county, Even with match. 
ing outside funds available, the cotinty must 
Cut programs such as ibraries, parks, and pro 
bation Services 

The way out, Cullen has concluded, is to 
refugees toward self-sufficiency 
through education and training. Even then 
Merced is not prepared to lend itself as a base 
upon which to build the American dream. It is 
hoped herethat once the Hmong are prepares 


seer the 


with skills, they will move on to other states, 
possibly Wisconsin, or Georgia, where there 
are established Hmong communities 
Elsewhere in Merced, Hmong have man- 
aged to put together a parcel of four acres, and 
f-hundred families work it, Itis a COmuMnunity 
ELIOFL, 
transgressions. The clan system among the 
Hmong in Merced is highly developed, and 
same Vietnamese 
where in the valley, there 15 little crime or gang 





and so there are no lines drewn. no 


scitlements else 


unlike 


wirlire among these refugees, 






new to the valley, of 
in the early 1880s perhaps 
hall of the laborers in California 
; i Bericulture were Chinese. They 
were drawn from the goldfields and from track 
work on the railroad. Without that supply of 
cheap manpower, the development of fruit 
and other spectalized farming in the valley 
would have proceeded much more slowl, 

The history of the Chinese in the Central 
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A migrant worker goes full speed to fill his sack with 80 pounds of fruit. 
At workdays end many migrants bunk in dorntitories provided by 
the growers. Farm laborers, 80 percent of whom are Hispanic, follow 


harvests throughout the region, 


Harvest af Change 
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four other mothers of cancer-afflicted children in Earlimart picked pesticide- 
treated grapes while pregnant, Coincidence? Cause? The verdict is not im. 


Harvest of Change 





Reyoud Zona Yang's door is an alien 
world. She and er fantily ive just 
come to the Central Valley from Laas, 
Other Hmong began arriving int fte 
carly 19S0s in search of farming 
opportunities bul fownd few. Some 
rent land to grow crops such as siraw- 
berries, lecre wider plastic muich (bot- 
foot, left). Faonlies (ihe Sia Yartr's, 
whose Coildren are inoculated during 
a measles outbreak, rely on public 
health services for medical care. 


Kndrade started in the fields when he was 
eeven. It was not uncommon at that time for 
young children—even infanis—to be left un- 
attended while their parents worked nearby 

“There were lots of deaths then among chil- 
dren,” Marrie McLean said. As associate 
director of the Stanislaus County Department 
of Education she has heard the horror stones 


many Lines 





“T recall the woman who told me she left 
kicls in the car while she worked in the fieles, 
Margie said. “She looked up to see the ca 
Fillect with smoke The Chilciren hid Started 2 
fire with the cigarette lighter. [he mother tan 
throweh the feld to get there im time.” 

Frances Sanchez i ateacher at acounty-run 
center where schooling is provided for chil 
dren of agricultural workers. Her own parents 
were Inigrant workers, and she tries to steer 
youngsters toward.a different life 

She tells them of the wonders of education 
ofa world Where @ Person Can make is oF hier 


nout having to fry in its heal 





way in the sun wit 
“Toworked one summer with my grandmother 

picking,” she told me. “After that ] said, Ivo 
more.’ [hope these children will not have ¢vel 

oné summer in the fields.” 

The strike action continued, and in the end 
the pickers gained only a raise from 45 to 47") 
cents for each £5-pound bucket of tomatoes 
Most of them went back to picking, fnseking 
the tomato plants like a dip working a crowd 
still shooting for 125 buckets before the day 
ends, when they walk away, thinking about 


next month and the grapes 





F COURSE, the grapes: They are 
rowing everywhere, Among, th 
six Varieties of raisin grapes culti- 
yvitted in California, the grape ol 


hoice among Valley growers is the Thompson 
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seedless, a fruit of impeccable character and sun for several weeks, By iti) i 


credentials, introduced in the early 1870s by rained, the raisin will have evoilven,t 


William Thompson, whohadcometothe Cen- search of a pingerbread man 
tral Valley from Scotland. It is a firm, crisp Richard Geringer grows grapes lor raisins 


fe 
prape of a green like a pale emerald, and it on the 240 acres farms on the outskirts of 


responds to a bite with a smallexplosion of Fresno. At Lhe time when the grapes are drying 


snapping sweetness on the ground, a rumble in the sky, a flash of 


In Fresno County, where some 7,000 furm- lightning, can cause his heart to race, since 
ers set the standard worldwide foragricultural raincanruimn the drying process. He tsa robust 


nrocluction, grapes are the leading crop, man who seldom has much tome for himself 


accounting for 465 milhon dollars in 
More than half of that was for raisin grapes. and leafhopper pests to worry about, machin- 


Harvest begins in late August. Picked by 


LORY during the growing months, [here are mites 


vito be repaired, and papenvork to be clone 
hand, the bunches are laid out om paper trays “He 6 beset with regulations enacted in the 
between the rows of vines, there todryinthe spirit of environmental awareness, and it 
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troubles him that his kinship with the Lani 


i 
Called into question by Hollywood 
others who can command 


is being 
movie stars and 
Wide attention 
“Tt bothers te a great deal when people like 
Meryl Streep talk about pesticides when they 
don't know the facts, 
The actres 
chemicals in agriculture, which has 
a pariah among many of the farmers in the 
Central Valley. But the; 
growing strength and intluence 
across the country, 
turt thee 
Can understand 


he Sad 
shas been outs 
cast her as 
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of envirati- 
mentalists and 
ngines of change 
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said. “And we have 
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but it will take time.” 


CUnstimer ies, and we do 


on pesticides,  sennger 
started to oo that 


away from chemicals, 


Indeed, Por as (i integrated pest MA 


agement have been initiated from one end of 
the valley to the other. In these the amounts of 
chemicals 


chemical controls 


Gre Cecreased while other, non: 


are seppel up 


Oil pumps first sprowted arowne 
Bakersfield a lnundred years ago. Today 
“grasshoppers” help Kern County 
produce about 65 percent of the 

state's crude, 





= ae ——— a = 
————_ 
—— ow a 
— 
| 
a_i 
a_i 


Ladybugs are released to eat other, bad 
hugs. Some growers are planting prune trees to 
harbor tiny wasps that feed on leafhoppers, a 
pest that vexes the growers of grapes like 
no other, 

But perhaps the most meaningtul solutions 
lie in the outcome of research being conducted 
throughout the University of California sys- 
tem. Indeed the university is responsible to 
a large degree for the great agricultural 
advancements achieved in the state 

Scientists ai the College of Agriculturaland 
Environmental Science at Davis are working 
to develop crops resistant to disease and 


Lo insects 





Hundreds of research projects are also in 
progress at the Kearney Agricultural (enter 
f Parlier, 


town of south of Fresno. 
demonstrating 


in the 
Researchers there are how 
strips of vetch planted between rows of crops 
will repel nematodes, microscopic worms that 
cause massive damage to plants by attacking 
their roots 

Scientists at the center have also explored 
ejme pesticidal properties. m the marigoid, 
that doyen of the summer garden, 

“Everyone talked about the roots of the 
marigold being responsible, but as a matter of 
fact, it's the tops too,” Mike McKenry told 
me. A nematologist atthe Kearney Center, he 


National Geographic, February POeT 
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Lake the shurtake of fhe Old Winery 
Mushroom Company, specialty 
industries spring up every day in the 
Centra Valley, Sold as a gourne! 
food for as much as $20 0 pound 
stittake tere weed in China more 
thant 2,000 years ago to treat heart 
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immune system is now bene studied 
asa therapy for AIDS. 

Bob Fowler found his solution to 
fhe poght of the small farmer in 
ostrich breeding. He and his wife, 
Peesy, started in the industry three 
years ago. Them ften-acre ranch is 
now profitable, with fhree-month- 
old pairs selling for $5,000 and wp, 

A childhood tuterest tn roses led 
Kalph Moore to pioneer the breeding 
of muimtature parteties in California. 
Al $4 fhe has developed more than 500) 


types, including Tiny Flame (above). 
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1901, attracted by the climate and a backdrop 
of motuntains like their native Caucasus. 

Now there are fewer than 200 families 
remaining in Yettem, and the men who once 
gathered in the coffeehouse to play back- 
gammon and slurp the liquid from the sludge 
in small cups have been replaced by teenagers 
in shorts: and tank tops who hang out at the 
general store. 

Not far from Vetter is the town of Dinuba, 
and there Paul Buxman has made a clean 
break with chemical dependence on his farm. 

“T prefer to call myself a natural farmer, 
because the term organic has an unfavorable 
buzz to it,” Buxman said as we walked 
between rows of peach trees. “Actually I use 
all kinds of pesticides, butit's all environmen- 
tally safe maternal, That word, ‘pesticide,’ is 

Buxman'siund abuts thatofancighborwho 
uses chemical pesticides and fertilizers: We 
walked between the two farms, and It was 
like a stroll down a boulevard of discovery. 
The neighbor's fields seemed sterile, sound- 
less. In contrast, the crickets and frogs were 
in concert.on Buxman’s side, and bugs and 
bees and things with lacy wings were in flight 
in the orchards. There were weeds on his 
cround, but the soil was dark and sharp, with 
a good smell, 

With Buxman, as with most farmers in the 
organic movernent in the Central Valley, there 
i¢ deep concern over the appearance of the pro- 
duce grown without the use of chemicals. 
Fruit, especially, ismore likely to be spotted or 
to have a worm in residence. 

Paul Buxman's reasons for turning to a nat- 
ural method of farming were more than 
economic. “Before chemical tools were avail- 
able," he said, “farming was natural, and 
it was fun, | wanted to get back to that, to 
good farming.” 

Also, his two-year-old son developed leuke- 
miain 1983 (he has since fully recovered). Bux- 
mat believes that DRCP, a chemical used to 
kill nematodes, may have been responsible. In 
1977 its we was banned in California. 

“We found it at a high level in the well 
water," he said. “The person who came out to 
take asample told us not to drink the water or 
bathe in it. We had been mixing the formulas 
for our babies with this water.” The well is 
now equipped with a filtration system. 

There are towns in the Central Valley where 
high incidences of cancer in children are 
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referred to as “cancer clusters.” Charges have 
been made that pesticides are responsible. The 
state says there is no conclusive evidence to 
support that. 

Connie Rosales, however, will not be dis- 
suaded. In 1983 her son, who was 14 at the 
time, was diagnosed as having cancer. She 
says that the water there, in the town of 
McFarland, may have been contaminated 
with pesticides and nitrates used as fertilizer. 

Between 1978 and 1988 more than a dozen 
children in McFarland were stricken with can- 
cer, and five of them lived in the same neigh- 
berhood. In nearby Earlimart there was a 
similar cluster of children whose illness was 
diagnosed as cancer. 

Connie Rosales and others began to agitate 
for action, and they would not rest until the 
state agreed to investigate. Isat with her when 
the findings were revealed at a public meeting 
in: McFarland. “(Qn the whole,” the state con- 
cluded, “the childhood cancer rate in this area 
is not unusual compared with rates elsewhere 
in the United States.” 

She stared down at the table where she sat, 
and then Connie Rosales said she would con- 
tinue to fight, to have it determined once and 
for all whether chemicalé used in the fields 
were killing the children. Her disappointment 
in the findings was-softened by the news that 
had come to her earlier in the day: The treat- 
ment was successful, ancl her son was declared 
free of his cancer. 


ARLIMART AND McFARLAND are just 
north of Bakersfield, down where 
the Central Valley plays out on the 
Bee (rotil stoop af the Tehachapi Moun- 

tains. [thas come now to this, from the broad, 

leafy avenues of Sacramento to Bakersfield 
with its battered image—Bakersfield with 

Buck Owens and Merle Haggard and Dwight 

Yoakam singing of their pleasure with the city; 

oil-rich Bakersfield, where they came, chased 

by the dust, by the tens of thousands from 

Oklahoma anc Texas in the 1930s. 

The production of ol] in Kern County, 
where Bakersfield is located, totaled 235.8 
million barrels in 1989, 65 percent of the Cali- 
fornia total, Oi) and agriculture are the biggest 
maney-makers for the county. 

The oil is generally of a low grade. Much of 
it is used for road asphalt or blended with 
higher-grade crude and refined for gasoline. 
Whatever the quality, the ofl accounts for the 
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Watchful eyes check dairy heifers for injurtes and lost tags. Milk and 
cream lead the way in farm revenue for the Central Valley, and Cali- 
fornia may become the mumber one datry state by 1995, 





forest of pumping units around Bakersfiele. 

It ts a difficult task for those who beat the 
city to boost it as an emercing 
Bakersfield 1s not likely 


ta be that, not any time.soon. It does deserve 


crums for the 
et for tourism 


better, however, than the unflattering image 
tt has received 

Bakersfield has none of the pretensions of 
most California towns with a pioneering past 
the skies are on fire with the neon of 
motels, and there are Bible study classes and 
country blues amd semis rom 
bypass roads. 

With @& metropolitan area population of 
more than 320,000 now, it is a robust city 





ling on the 


where a. décent three-bedroom howse can still 
be had for about $100,000. And the world's 
largest ice-cream plant is in Bakersfield, and 
the company that sells the most rose bushes in 
the United States grows its plants mearby 

[ce cream fine 


An roses notes 


grace 
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Harvest of Change 







F HEBEVER ONE GOES in this val- 
ley, there is comeone-to say t 

agriculture has peaked and is on 

1nd many express 
‘bey point out that in 
ey more than a 
hundred years of irrigation have so saturated 
the ground that there is a seriows drainage 
problem; salt buildup is also of major concern. 

But they know too that urbanization will 
boing soaring living cosis and greater air pollu- 
tion—even now Central Valley air is. bad 
enough to have started affecting crop yields. 

The hope, then, isforacompromise, a mn- 
date ol the state that the best of the agricu 
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Plewsure at the trend 





Le WeEStern salt Poeun al 
the western San Joaquin Val 





tured 
land remain in that use. The hope too is for 
regional cooperation in dealing with the val 
ley s mounting problems, rather than the often 
COnDICON Gehorns of citie: find counties 

But the hope of hopes is, simply, that there 
be no painful wrenching apart of this grandest 
of all unions between a farmer and the soil o 
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WO OF THE CHIEF ARCHITECTS of 
the National Geographic Soctety’ 
growth through halfitsexistence are 
gone. The Society 
ship have sustained a heavy loss in the recent 
deaths of former Chairmen of the Board of 
Trustees Melvin M. Payne and Thomas W 
MckKnew. The twin tolling of the bells late 
last year range out an era. Mel Payne wis 7: 
Tom McKnew, 34 
fate and fortune 
of Dr. Payne and Dr. McKonew, 
Listrict of Columbia publi: 
schools, Both came to the 
society in 1932. Mutual 
respect and friendship blos- 
somed in the Black au at 
South Dakota, lel 
F (left, at Palins served 
AS ASEIStant to project officer 
Tom Me Knew at the launch 
iIngof Explorer ll, the NGS 
G.s. Army Air Corps 
stratosphere balloon 


ane its member 


intertwined the careers 
Both attended 
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precision of his mimd. He was bold »y 
ough in decision. In a disa 
proved right, any hint of “T told yeu so” 
foreign to his nature 
Mel vastly internation! 
impact the omimitte: for 
Beseareh and Exploration. Asits chairman for 
i4¥ Tom McKnew was an influentia 
committee member also— Mel directed more 
than $0 million dollars tosome 2 ntees., 
a mighty force in worldwide scientific investi 
Adding to that, Mel steered the Geo 
graphic award-winning 
rank in network television 
Tom McKnew seemed 
olwavs to do the right thing 
at the right time. An unflap- 
Dad he mun of erred discretion 
worldly wisdom, 
semled fast friendships 
Americans in 
He won the Air 
cplional Service 
twice won the 
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Walt roin 
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ancl tie 
with 
distinguished 
many elds 
Force's exe 
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carried two men to the then Wavy s Distinguished Public 
recordaltitude of 13.71 miles {ieee eee nano wewin, Sefvice Award. Tom died 
(72,395 feet)in 1935 PAYNE, ATRIGHT, IN 1980 Patsentep an «© Just weeks before the dedica 

serving the Geographic  ‘“!* SAMPLE FROM THE G35 FLIGHT OF © tion of his beloved Washing: 
for a combined total of 116 Bibeln yaceaid ee AEG = sacs ton Cathedral, where as a 


rea 


Mel and Tom both 
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rise cretary of the Socicty. Mel 
‘tom as Executive Vice President 
and later became President. They were two ol 


only Society 


fo become 
Succeed 
hve recipients of the § coveted 
(srosvenor Medal 

When I walked into a Society trustees meet- 
ing recently, Lrealized painfully that itwas the 
lirst time in over 40 years that neither Tom 
McKnew Mel Payne owas present: The 
changing of the guard had indeed become a 


nor 


Saul reality, 
[rained as 
Casvening 


ana 


Both left a Meracy i 
Wiel displayed a genial, 
manner that somewhat bellied the v 


if leadership. 





a lawyer, 


LeeaT 


boy in lOO? he watched the 
laid ond 15 later 
became superintendent of construction. This 
the ‘Tom 
threw his full zest and expertise into expansion 
of tor 


cornerstone being VEBrs 


talent greatly benefited Society 
original headquarters and the erection 
of striking new buildings 

AS time and events custody of the 
Geographic's traditions he mirror 
atmemory will hearten and inspire ws with its 
reflections of these true and worthy friends, 
Melvin M. Payne and Thomas W. McKnew 


teal our 


and eoals. t 














fis name is Muradit. He ts mischievous, with an impish 
smile. We counted him among our closest friends. If one 
of us was resting, Muradit would steal up close, rub her 
arm, and say, “I watild love ta marry you" —his two 
wives and eight children notwithstanding. 

Likewise expressive, Muradit's face (left) and spidery 
frame often are painted to emphasize beauty, prowess, 
orto say, “lam Surma.” Many of his people adorn 
their bodies and maintain other striking traditions, as 


The Eloquent 


of Ethiopia 


we learned while living for portions of the past five years 
with the Surma of mountainous southwestern Ethiopia, 
Little Known even fo anthropologists, the seminomadic 
Surma of this region are part of a larger Surma language 
sroup. Their tranquil life-style of rawing cattle and craps 
iy often disrupted by war with neighboring peoples, par- 
ticularly their archenemies, the Bunt. As impartant ta 
Muradit as his body artistry is a permanent adornment, 
ascar on his arm caused by a Buri bullet. [t reminds him 
that, in return, he Killed one enemy and wounded another, 
fn contrast, hostilities within Surma society are chan- 
neled inte an annual ritual—the donga, a wild stick- 
fighting duel that releases emotional tensions. The Surma 
cannot unagine life withoul it, nor without a tradition that 
measures their women's beauty and worth, the wearing 
of lip plates (following pages). 


Text and photographs by 
CAROL BECKWITH and ANGELA FISHER 
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PEOPLE 


Isolated by 700M )-foot moun: 


tains and desolate lowlands 
along Ethiopia's border with 
Sidi, about 20), UA) Soma 
COEXIST UneASILY WIT o Nost 01 
PASHOMMISTS Gnd subsistence 


farmers west of the Ome Rivet 





Intertribal skirmishes flare con- 


tinually, with the Surma 

Whose uns are mostly relics 
caught between better armed 
Burt enenmes to the south and 
Dizi foes to the north, A pov- 
ETHMeENnT Aire nt ia oom mally ¥Is- 


Its to micdiate such disputes 
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erecious cattle, But many cattle were lost about seven years age fo 
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touch Aolaheal. 
Fried da er, 
decorates Chinol, a re- 
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page). fo create these art 


fornit, (te skin i covered 
with a chalk-and-waler Mix- 


rire, sometimes hiphliphted 


by ocher, Fingertips partially 
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T aspired fingers tum design on Cle Loo (left) 
bodies ofthe Surmaintea FPollowing ie farvestin GA 
mehile canvases, Aola- Lober, eure (ne Picreares 

holt, decorated wih averical anid the Surmnd devote more 
aul horizontal pattern and more tince to body pairi- 
friett), and a friend, Ole ie. Che most vifted arity 
Reeay, bearing asnake monf 6 tend te be men, bul women 
pcerrers, painted rach Other ‘rtd « Aire aise Pat 
Kola created a diagonal Wiuradit, Kolahali, ana 


Chinor were all special fo ws 
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iorenowned for hiv singing 
dnd dancing as well as Ais 
painting, When we asked him 
now tne Aunna felt about 
themselves, he responded, 
“Weare better than anpone 
because we enjoy freedom in 
ihe forest, we don't have 
niosters, the fond ts ours, and 


we con drink mul freely 


China, a big, wild-looking 


iow, Was gente and sweel 
Win iis. Angela healed fis 
fore Ane? wth fo water ad 
Cy OLLNeAL Hi body 0 
covered with scars from stick 
hefty, of which fre hes won 


hi gad fast only cree. 


Ihe Eloquent Surma of Ethiopia 
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a | ealih re) eee Cur Gris, 
fd one ciri—ine iit 
mute roconale for the lip 
plate roadition, The largest 
erample we saw (right| 
required tis woman's Mti- 
bend to pay more than 30 
cafile if) her fcr ry 1 Fy mater 
werd whore Nate probably 
fetched about ay cattle ances 
anew, smaller clay disk 
(left), Red and black pow 
ders add color, ond after 
drying te plate will be fire- 
baked for 20 mintites 
Ara@bout ure 20, a wertr- 
ins iower fip i pierced, @ 
panini POE Mater) COM lead 
fo infection, A very small 
disk is inserted and praduall\ 
replaced by larger plates over 
he course af a veer. fodav’s 
rodent round chav plates 
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PTONda Wernorie mide of 
wood (Pelion rere) (Jue am 
one oF Rofahoadi's wives, with 
her plate removed, kissed 
Carol, who expenenced an 
exiraotiiiniary wari, wel sen- 


gation fron Aer cheekbone fo 
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hloody scalp, the 
price paid Dy a 





Wir Cotes la 
font, 4 seldom seen orioag 
An Ghalierers, Whose 
heads necks, ribs, and aris 
are wrapped with cotton cloth 
(facing page). Nevertheless, 
pienty of Dare skin remains to 
receive biows fabove), Mast 
bouts fast only minutes, with 
me one rite: Al Pipher niy 


a 








not kill his opponent, [f that 
occurs, the offender.and his 
family are banished, reir 
property is confiscated, and a 
dauehier may be given to ihe 
victim's family. 

fhe tournament witthter £ 
borne on a platform of fight: 
ing sticks lo a group of young 
women, He decide which of 
them will offer herserf in 
murriage to the champion, 
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apping together int it 
lang, snaking line, 





Surmtia children sing a 
poem to nature, “Qurmorther, 
our fruit.” Such panes are wru- 
ally played fate tn the day when 
the youngsters’ chores in the 
fields and cattle compounds are 
finished. QOnee work iF dane, 





Almrnha parency chow [iene 
children a ereat deal of freedavn. 
Many games and dances begin 
after dark and comiinue until (ne 
wre hours of the morning. Play 
for bovs also includes minighure 
stick Fighting as they enuiiate 
their heroes, 

for wiris, innocence disap- 
pears at puberty when they must 
begin wearing an apron of iron 
heads weighing about ten 
pounds (right) to discourage 
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Kong ignited with color when its 5.8 million 
feasts and bonuses Hong Kongers say to each 
other, “May you be blessed with prosperity.” 
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By ROSS TERRILI 





The customized perks 

of fortune attest to the 
power of free enterprise 
in britain’ s last Asian 
lerritory. Six years 

Irom reunification with 
communist China, Hong 
Kongers are learning 

Lo live wilh anxiety, 


Photographs by JODI COBB 
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ro LOOK AT HONG KONG. vou would 
never know that anyone is worried 
Lnout 1 tuture. 1s blue harbor busees 
with boats, its white skyscrapers shoot 
into the green hills bewond, and its workers 
wrestle with pneumatic drills, demolish 
ing the old to make wat 
En the The! Ww 
Despite the uncertain 
tres of 1997 —the vea 
thie British crown col 
ony becomes part of the 
reo le’s Fre 0 Eblic of 
(hina— Hong Kone 
‘OMS ahead as qf it 
ntends to maneuver ts 
Way pest any obstacle fat 
sets before it 
Hone Keng has an 
ounced ambitious plans 
For anew Gr por. ane a 
fivefold expansion of its 
ntainer-shipping port 
Lhe world’s se ond hivpai 
est—at a total cost of 127 
Hhion Hone Rong dollars (16 billion U. &:. 
dollars). A dozen new hotels are under 
Mmstruchon, luxury apartments are being 
built and sold for handsome sume, and a 
third university rises—at a cost of two 
billion dollars —in the hills of the New 
Territories 
Phillip Bruce, spokesman for the new 
IT por, BTEW IMDAlIent al loubts #3 
pressed about it. “ "What if China doesn't 
like ite people say. What if this, what if 
that!” Bruce reasoned: “Hong Kone 
would never exist if anybody had asked 
“What it” questions—right fom 184] 
W hat if there's a@ revolution in China? 
What if there's a customs blockade? What 
if the clynasty fails? What if the Japanese 
pecaulte Whit if the Americans try to 


pe og oe r 5, 7 7 . ' a i 
mye the place to Chiang Kai-chek? You 





Fearing the worst from reunification, students 


protest the Tiananmen Square mossacre by 


ploying dead on a Chinese flag. Though China 
fast pledeed to retain the atructire of Aritoin’s 
ceopiticitet system for 50 years, Hong Kongers 
connot forget the 1939 violence in Beijing. 
ony are dise angry becdime thetr fote hos 
been decided without their participation. 
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aa ih. You i an work OT) that Ownks P 
And Hong Kong is a place that t 
on work. It stays busy making and spending 





Wives 


money. Still the tourists laden with shopping 
bags trudge down Nathan Road, the rec 
double-decker buses belch fumes as they 
weave among the colony's 17,000 taxis, and 
even at midnight weary vendors sell roast 
ducks that glisten a8 if coated with brown 
varnish 

People cut deals in ten-minute ferry rides 
or. using the iatest status symbol, a celluba 
telephone, while waiting at bus stops. Thes 
hammer and saw and clrill through the night 
bo construct anew family shop, Even the 
escalators of the undeérgrouwnd train system, I 
founcl, move al almost fwice the speed of 
those in Boston. If you are not nimble on the 
streets of Hong Kong, pity help you 

Ona recent visit | proffered a hundred 
dollars for exchange at a currency window 
As the young clerk crisply processed the 
transaction, he threw me a question: “How 
long are vou in Hong Kong? 

Mildly surprisel thal a bustling currency 
sulesman wold have time for ight conversa 
tion, | said, “Three days— 

“You're not changing enough money for 
three days,” be declared. "Sir' How about a 


thousand clollars? 


ONG KONG has the zip and toughness 
and cacophony of a (Chinese Manhat- 
Lath, in fq 4 ] 3-square-mile LETKILtors 
consisting of Fong Kong Eshind 
Kowloon Peninsula, and the New 





Ferritorics. Descencling to tiny Kai 
Tak Airport— doorway to Asia's number one 
Lowrist cdestination—is like coming down a 
hotels glass elevator, so closely do buildings 
glide by, with faces visible through office and 
apartment windows. This cramped commu 
roty of 5.8 million is the world's third largest 
financial center and its eleventh 


ne economy. It per capita income (389,704) 





argest trad- 


[$11,500 U, S.[) ie second, after Japan, in 


Che clamor of competition fills Nathan 
Road in the heart of Kowloon, a thicket 
of small businesses selling everyining 
from watches and cameras to anhigwes 
crnid «il. For hordes of other shoppers 
endless networks of air-conditioned 
mills snoke under ond around Hong 
Kong's large hotels. 
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“Albert is so amused,” wrote Queen Victoria in 1441, “atmy hoving got the isfond 
of Hong Kong,” Less omused than her husband was her foreign minister, who 
thought that title to the “barren island” was no prize at all A hundred and fifty 
vears later, the island glistens with gloss and concrete, from the towers aft te base 
of Victoria Peak to the moussive apartment blocks along North Point. 








East Asin. Its 


ife expectancy is higher than 
that of Britain or the U 


S. [ts children weigh 
more than their American counterparts 

As 1997 approaches, the miracle of Hong 
Kong i called into question. Will the commu 
nist dinosaur swallow this capitalist jewel? 
While officials in Betjing have promised that 
Hong Kong's social and economic system will 
“remain unchanged for 50 years,” that assur- 
ance is not widely trusted in the colony 

Martin Lee, Hong Kong's most promineni 
liberal, is worried. “The date of 1997 ts 
looked upon as doomsday, ' Ube 
Chinese are more concerned with control 


he Ssaic 


than with prosperity, [hey don't seem to care 


whether the goose will continue to lay golden 
PRES They yust want toc antral the conse.’ 


David Chen, veteran journalist at the 


Author Ross TERRILL, a reseatch associate al 
Harvard University’s John K. Fairbank Center for 
Feast Asian Research, has been viaiting China since 
Loi4 and is a refular contributor io NATIONAL 
OFOGRAPHIC. His "Australia at 200" was pub 


lished in the February 1955 issue 


is 





South Chine Morning Post, skeptical tie 
Chen, who fled to Hong Kong when Mao 
Zedone's communists took control af Shang: 
hai more than 40 years ago, believes that his 
new home's success is inextricably linked to 
its Status a8 a British colony. 

*Tt's because we had the Union Jack,” 
“and now the Union Jack 
is itt tatters all over the Far East, | saw 
how Shanghai fell, and it could happen to 
Hong Rong.” 


Chen crow led 


THERS, aware that Hong Kong has 
been written off prematurely in the 
past, are more hopeful, recalling pre 
vious clowds that floated low over the 
colony, only to disperse. During Mao's 
Cultural Revolution of the 1960s, 

Hong Kong trembled at the prospect of being 
overrun by young Red Guards who had 
driven China's president from power, 
deposed senior party members, and unseated 
key ministry officials in China. The colony 
not only weathered that tumultuous period 


National Geographic, February 199! 
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but also thrived in its aftermath. Hong 
Kongers have a way of landing on their feet, 
as Barrie Wiggham, a white-haired govern- 
ment veteran, recalled, 

“When came in 1961, [thought it was the 
end of Hong Kong,” said Wiggham, “The 
colonial period was ending,” he said of that 
cra When empire was under siege from Africa 
to Asia. “Little did I know that [had come 
at the beginning of modern Hong Kong," 
Wiegham went on. “Today's Hong Kong: 
started in the late 1950s, went through its 


Hong Aone—Counidown to 1097 


HONG KONG 


With less land and a greater population than 
Los Angeles, Hong Kong is more than just a 
city. Qeeupying only 10 percent of their 413 
square miles, 5.4 million people fill the flats 
and nooks of the migeed terrain with muimerous 
towns and the twin cities of Victoria and Kow- 
loon. Overshodowed by Shanghai for its first 
century, the colony began to prosper after the 
1949 communist victory in China—and the 
consequent food of refugees ond money. 





industrial revolution very quickly, and now 
leads the world in so many aspects.” 

Although a -monarch's representative heads 
the colony, it tsa free-for-oll of enterprise far 
removed from empire's stuffiness. Public life 
reflects Hong Kong's money-mindedness. 

A justice in the Court of Appeal recently 
permitted a Japanese businessman found 
guilty of bribery to invest his four-million- 
dollar cash bail in an interest-bearing 
aecount. Only 820,000 of the colony's citi- 
zens are required to pay income tax. The 
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maximum rate is 15 percent. Even the 
pattern of crime suggests Hong Kong's pre 
CCCUPALION WILh MOney, 2S More Crimes are 
lirected against property than people 
Although the colony has its seamy side 
with drug accdicts, homeles= people, anc 
pockets of poverty —I found the aa Rong 


of 1990 transformed from the raw-edprer| 





place I first saw in 1964. The modern colony 
has found success in electronics, finance, 
re-export trade, manufacturing seryices, and 
tourism. [ts middle class blossoms a= yester 


clay Smcssenrer becomés today 6 Manager 


NSTEAD of throwing themselves into pol 
icst—a path oi public FR Dression lon 
denied to Hong Rongers—many just pile 
up extraordinary possessions. Phe col- 
anys fax-machine sales art among the 
fastest crowing in the world. Hone Rone 

consumes more cognac, per capita, and 
boasts more Rolls-Rovces, per acre, than any 
other place on earth 

Brenda Chau,-a lawver who lives in the 
luxurious Peak section of Hong Kong [land 
has tiree Rollses, one of them mink 

- had a pink fur,” Brena explamed to 

me one afternoon at ber hillside home, “se 
we got a pink Rolls to match it.” 

just then a Sri Lankan servant in A pink 

Htand hat arrived, He sat iT rte criver & 
tat of the pink Rolis as Brenda posed for 
photographs im her pink mink AS the camera 
whirred in the brilliant sun, Brenda pursed 
her mouth in i leasure, her ¢ yo vieaimnerd, ane 
the fingers of her hands tensed in and out 

[twas sunsct when we found this hows 

after searc ching for many yeurs,” Brenda 


‘plained, “and the water of the harbor 





below sane cf eold. We bought the house, 


a ae myer 1 Lt by en gary a = pt 
called it Villa. d'Oro, made gold the theme A steamy night in crowded Kowloon 


color, and threw « little housewarming part finds locals grabbing a quick bite from 
for 500," she said food stalls along Temple Street (above). 
Che home of Brenmeda and her husband, Kai Nearby, the district.of Afong Kok has a 
Bong, is a cross between an Egyptian tomb density of 362,000 souls a square mile— 
and a Hollywood set. A chandelier from Ven- reputedly the world’s most tightly packed 
ice consists of 7,000 separate glass pieces. Mun of hurmenity. Here, minuscule 
oprtinenis are the norm, white at the 
extreme some elderly and destitute 
men parry S750 ($19 U.S.) a month for 
‘cope apartments,” (ike these stacmed 
three high (right). 


rol leaf shines on the walls, and a toilet seat 
is inlaid with gold coins 

"Tt's not that | ke mone, Brena 
Possessions 
are important he Chinese communists like 





“plained. “ But a mM practica 
to make money too—that's why they acne 
Ching up 


Kai Bong Chau talked about the future 
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“Tf life gets unbearable after 1997," he said, 
“if there is no freedom, we'll go.” Where? 
“Summers in the United Kingdom, winters 
in Southeast Asia,” Kai Bong replied with 
a shrug, 

Moving is not one of the options for the 
men at 26 Fuk Tsun Street, They live ina 
smelly bourdinghouse, sleeping in cramped 
cages that hold all their belongings and 
bedding because they cannot-afford anything 
better. The cages—which measure 6 feet 
long, 30 inches deep, and 30 inches tall—are 
stacked three high and rent for an average of 
$150 a month. 

“The top cage is cheapest,” said Mr. Cho, 
a 57-year-old living up top. “It's the hardest 
to climb into. The bottom is second cheap- 
est—you're easily disturbed, The middle 
level is the expensive one.” 

(Cho came from China to Hong Kong in 
1949. He is one of some 5,000 cihzens who 
live in such cages—the sick with the well, the 
snorers with the quiet, the few who go out to 
work with the many who do not. 

Cho, who has never been married, earns 
disability pension of $780 a month, | asked 
about the pros and cons of living here. 

“Tt's not what is good and bad about it,” 
he replied evenly. “The important thing is to 
adapt to the environment you're faced with.” 

All around us, men in shorts watched car- 
toons ona communal television and played 
cards or chess as Chinese opera blared from 
aradio, Mr. Kwan, the superintendent af 
the place, said fights are rare, despite the 
crowded conditions, “The men are old, and 
older people can think and are more reason- 
able than young hotheads,” he said. 


ROM A HELICOPTER you can survey the 
whole of Hong Rong in an hour, I saw 
an urban industrial agglomeration, 
pleasingly interspersed with islands — 
Hong Kong has 236 of them —dotting 
the turquoise rug of the South China 
Sea. I saw thousands of small boats lined up 
at inlets like ballet shoes.in neat rows and 
grecn hills with clouds swirling over them 
like steam atop a bow! of Chinese spinach. 
Miniature waterfalls tumbled from hillsides 
where Chinese characters were visible on 
weathered gravestones. I saw the largest 
island, Lantau, with its huge Buddha at 

the Po Lin (“precious lotus") Monastery. 

To the northeast were the silver roofs of the 
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Whitehead detention center crammed with 
unhappy Vietnamese refugees. In the north af 
the New Territories, less than ) miles from 
the Chinese city of Guangzhou (Canton), | 
saw the barbed-wire barrier that separates 
Hong Kong from the backward land of its 
ancestors. 

Millions of Hong Kong's people arrived 
from China with nothing more than the 
clothes on their backs, Even today many will- 
ing new hanes come from China seeking 
work. In the busy port of Aberdeen, | met 
fishermen from the mainland who hire out as 
deckhands for trawlers, sleeping in tiny 
bunks and smoking pipes fashioned from 
bamboo and a Coca-Cola can, At the Unitex 
clothing factory in the New Territories, I 
met a woman named Ai, who moved here in 
the 1980s to do piecework, sewing portions 
of bnghtly colored garments six days a week 
for a monthly wage of $5,000, $7,000 with 
overtime. 

“In one month here we earn what we 
would in one year in China,” said Ms. At. 
When she first came south from China, she 
was surprised to find that the more she 
worked, the more money she raked in. Now 
she takes all the overtime she can get and 
eagerly awaits the dav her permanent resi- 
dence papers come through. 

From the start Hong Kong beckoned the 
restless and the hopeless, the bold and the 
penniless, not only from China but also from 
beyond. Farmers, opium traders, sailors, pi- 
rates, and fishermen came on foot and by sea, 
seeking to make money or a fresh start besicle 
the “fragrant harbor.” Hardheaded Scottish 
merchants, hacked hy the-muscle of British 
gunships, came in the 1840s.and stayed. 

The skirl af bagpipes pierced the evening 
air as the governor of Hong Kong, dressed in 
a kilt and long woolen socks, paused on the 
marble staircase, Sir David Wilson flashed a 
benign smile at NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC pho- 
tographer Jodi Cobb. “Are you seeking shots 
of minority peoples with odd customs?” 
he asked. 

We were. Jodi and I had come to the 
annual ball of the St. Andrew's Society to 
see how afew hundred Scots sustain their 
heritage far from home amid a populace that 
is 98 percent Chinese. 

The pipers heralded the arrival of the hag- 
tis—a mixture of mutton, oatmeal, sheep 
hearts, and spices cooked in the stomach of a 





Natoonal Geographic, February 1907 


ong Kong s elite celebrate every monner of evertt in opulent hotel ballrooms 
Atthe Regent, Alvin Ma ane his bride, Helen, move from table to table toasting 


guests. Though Hong Kong has the highest Ber cOpiid Comsumpiion of copra 


in the world, the fi laa he vet pe rudently chosen ted fol ih alo in the ir brenuly tlisses. 





neep. Looking like a cannonball, thi har slicked-own hair, with napkins tossed over 
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with people feasting and drinking and «pring coming and going. Refugees and 


ing about the dance floor until 4a.m. I could famous fugitives—Sun Vat-sen 
have sworn | wasin Scotlane Ahou Enlai, and other leaders of Chi 
few mornings later the governor spoke nese revolutions—have found haven 


about the Hong-Kong he ancl fellow colonials L bere. After Mao's triumph in 1949 


lave grown to love one million came within a year. Russians fle 
“What characterizes people who have ing (hina, (hinese fleeing Indonesia, Usyrurs 

me to Hong Kong is that they wantto make from Xinjiang in western China— Hone 

omethine I they of thi t Liwi 3 it | dour Kone eccepted thi a wil Mint inti! the  Oaitie 
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Woking the biegest aplash in town, the winning teama in Hong Kong's Interna- 


tional! Drovon Bout Races celebrate in Victoria Horbour with a massive water 





figtit Dwenty-tre teams, from os far gary cs ftulw, pict bed their bong tenets, 


With drageon-hewd prows, in the june event, 


the future. Inone recent week, 714 litterbugs 
Were prosecuted LLS for littering in public, 
174 for obstructing cleansing, 99 for spitting 
a total of 
more than S140.000 for government coffers 
An interior decorator lost his temper at the 
noise of pigeons outside, shot at them eighi 
times with an-air gun, and shattered the win- 
dows in a nearby office butting, He gol six 
months in jail. A hearing before the Court of 


A i 1] Lee | 


and 23 for miscellaneous olfenses 





hinged on whether three jurors hacl 
“habitually” stept and snored during a fraud 
Enial, a5 





jurors had convicted, The jurors clarmed to 
have closed their eves to meditate and the 
D@LLeEr tO COnCenirate 

For the price of a phone call you can cross 
from Victona to Kowloon on the Star Ferry, 
which offers a wave's-eye view of the best 
deepwater porton the Ching coast. Sentry 
over the waterfront.of Kowloon is the rec- 
brick ancl cream-sandstone clock tower that 
once was part of the train station, where 


| 


countless Cantonese emerged to set foot upon 





free soil for the first time. Just up the street 
in Nathan Road, the spine of Kowloon, you 
find enough tailors to clothe half the world, 
Japanese tour groups following leaders with 
flags and bullhorns, Chinese communist 
empotiums hauling in hard currency from 
jade, silk, and berbs, Australian tourists 
snapping photographs of Chinese advertise 
ments for French perfume, and sailors from 
California and Marseille looking for a mas- 





sage done by nimble Chinese gir 


Beyond Kowloon is a surprising Hong 
Kong, the more rural and traditional New 
Territories. This is a place of monkeys and 


hirds, camellias and azaleas, temples und 


ancestral tablets 


FOUND CATHEDRAL MA, a dance stu- 
dent, in a rehearsal room-at the Hong 
Kong Academy for Performing Arts, 
stretching his legs in preparation for a 
Royal Hong Rong Jockey Club scholar- 
ship competition. (Nearby, trees were 
being moved around for a coming production 
of Shakespeare’s As Fou Like {t—set in Vion 
golia with Cantonese dialogue, } 
Did this young dancer's name suggest that 
he is a mixture of East and West 
“Seventy percent East, 30 percent West," 
Cathedral Ma replied. “Because I'm a 
decply affected by Buddhism and 


Chinese 


leged by six executives the drooping 


Confuctaniom —though im a Linstan 

Sind was Hong Kong itself a similar 
mixture: 

“In Hong Kong you can't tell which is 
East and which is West,” be replied thought- 
fully, “the two are 20 mixed together. 

The young seem less worried and pessimis- 
tic about 1997 than their elders, And Hong 
Kc is, i fect with 
two-thirds of the populace born after commu 
niet rule began to the north in 1949 

“They don't renily know enougn about 
China to be afraid of China,” sand Ehzabeth 
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Kowloorn’s Walled City, which was long 
claimed by both Britain and China, har- 
bers hundreds of unreguioted shops and 
services—like cut-roate dentistry—whose 
wores are sold from street-level shops. 
The crowded tenements have been a pool 
of cheap labor, today found just as easily 
across the border in China, where these 
masks (below) are mode, 
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Lok Chi Ming expects that the communist hovers, swe tied) labor, scurrying rats, and 


will camp down on the colony's freewheeling peopie eking outa living from making won 
night life and ever popular Canto-rock music tons, rulers, puppets, plastic flowers, pan 


(more sentimental than Western rock and coke, and soles for shoes. Because the 
2 Walled City was lone cis 


three decades ago), His favorite disco is called puted, Hong Kong's health regulations and 





reminiscent of Western pop music of two wr sovereignty of | 


Wineteen 07 —the choice of name perhaps licensing rules were never applied here 
expressing Hong Kong's clear-eved enjo' Prices were low. quality al times poor 

ment of tocay in full realization that tomo I shooed away a cot as] sat on & Liny Sted! 
row is a question mark. “some people are and sampled the Hungs’ dried beel, which is 
scared of 1997," Lok said. “I'm not—noth sold mainty in-school canteens. “We have a 
ing can stop it. | don’t have the maney to lot of cats because they catch the rats,” said 
lexve. co what. can | do about it?" Vir. Hung, an impassive man in a white 


the family's clothes 


The Hung family won't leave ert 





er. With uncershirt. Overheas 
their eldest son and two younger children, dangled from 2 pole. Mrs. Hung spoke of heer 
Mroand Mrs. Hung run aone-room factory, hopes of moving the factory to China when 
manufacturing dred meat within the Walled the Walled Crty is no mori 

City of Kowloon. A slum that the govern- Labor is cheaper there,” Mrs. Hung 
ment has started to dismantle, the neighbor explained. “Besides, we get all our bee! and 
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hood is a honeycomb of damp alleys, airiess pork from there alreach 
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Ino hee of fiour dust, a noodle maker tries fo Reep cool during the lest days of 


the Walled City, whose planned demise will draw a collective sigh of relicf from all 
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Hong Rong. Teeming with open sewers and refuse, the “city’ will be remembered 
for ite derendary vices, such as child prostitution and murderous drur rings 





So for the Hunges. wi were bor in Chinn Law, dratted ty 33 representatives of hima 
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inte (hing, this time as mini-capitalist 1907. The Basic Law, published in 1990) 





hile-still residing in Hong Kong tates that Beijing may station the Chinese 
Had they considered moving to the West; Army in Hong Rong and declare “emergenm 
Those people going to Australia or Can decrees” for the terri 
aca have a2 lot of money." said Mi Mune [In Behing., | asker! a senior government 
who like others in her neighborhood speaks spokesman if this meant that Hong Kong 
no Enzlish and cannot read Chinese. “W misht be treated.as China has treated ‘Tibet 
have to work toearn a living, We are Chinese Li How, deputy director of the Hong Rong 


people we oon t lence ' ther ANnGUATES, oLNer nil Miaeau Affairs | Nhice Sac that [ Eee 


places are not suitable for uw Which Beijing subdued by military force in 


Like the Hongs, most Hong Kong folk are 
fatalists, agreeing that the colony needs luck 
ns well os ingenuity in dealing with (hina, 
but there are two varieties of fatalism, The 
heertil fataliats say there is “nothing we can 
—and Hong Kong will work out its be to 

the communists without disaster. The 
falalists cay there is “nothing we can do’ 
ind anything Beijing touches, it will spoi 
HINA’S STUDENT DEMOCRACY movye- 

ment in April and May 1989 thrilled 

Hong Kong, bridging the political 
, PAD between the termtory and the 
| mainland. Unforgettable was the 
j moment during the “Concert for 
Democracy in China” at the H pps Valley 
Racecourse on May 27, 1989, when the vast 
Video screen lit up with the words, “(Chinese 
of the World Lnit 

In Beijing soon after, [ retreated from 
eunfire and acrid smoke near Tiananmen 
Square. Making my way past baricaces of 
buses and wrecked trucks, Dhumedinte the 
Beijing Hotel. I joined four Hong Kone bus: 
nessmen on a 12th-floor balcony, We could 
see fighting below and hear guntire crackune 
to the south, The men spoke emotionally in 
(“antonese. Two choked back tear 

Finally one of the men burst out in Enghal 
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[eS the last traw: (tina 16 tinished 


than three months to regain. Alter Dianan- 
men, all the doubts about 199; gathered ke 
i bunched thread al the eve ol a neecile 
Spring's new sense of iclentification with the 
mainiand turned into summer's despair at 
Hong Kong's ultimate helplessness. 


A tmiini-constitution for the tuture gove 





nance of Hong Rong known as the Basi 
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Snowing their colors, Scottish expu- 
fridtes whoop ttup at the annual St 
Andrew's Ball. Seots hove ployed « vital 
role in Hong Kong's commercial growth, 
often as taipans, chief executives, of 
many of the colony's largest companies, 
Some employees Of the tracing pict 
lardine Matheson, founded in 1832. are 
third ond fourth generation, Hedwing its 


Des ftir LS, the form has moved tts 


frolheddguarters to Bernude. 





With his French-born wife, Cristal, Alon Li, a steward of the Royal Hong Kong 
Jeckey Club, follows his foworite at the Sha Tin Racecourse, one of two racing 


venues where bettors pomble the equivalent of $7,500 a yeor for every citizen. 





Chinais Ching. In order to key 
Hong Kong's stability and p 
must not harm, intentionally or otherwise 
the stability and solidarity of the mainiand 
he saicl any basic change in 
Hong Kone before 1997 

still, 
David Wilson, “1s a recipe Tor a dead soci 


colony, which has 
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“Standing 


ety.” He wants to set the 
neVEer RnOWh AN epi ber POVETNMEHi, Of the 
path to democracy before handing it owe: 
‘'s government pushes for liberties 
ved in Hong Kone, 
ambitious bill of nehts, 


homosexual! acts, and a lege 
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awry partly 
elected: on the basis of univercal suffrage, A 
termitory famcus for its apolitical stvie i 
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leaming polities, a5 parties form for tie first 
al stands 


Yersations turn & Often tt 


time, unions take polith ind con 
politics as to busy 
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speaking up for democracy at home might be 


construed Dy Dbeling 25 “interference & 


Hong Rong in China's affairs,” giving the 


a 
all 
ie 


SINCE 


mainland an excuse to depart from its assur- 


ance that Hone Rong con be an "auton 


part of the motherland 


The Hong Kone government, seeking 2 bit 


ae eee oe r : | } " 
of democracy, is squeezed between China, 


1 ht nD Wins Rie GeMocracy aS [Ossi bie, 


democrats lke Martin Lee, who 


Wnt miiximum demociecy put in place mov 
26 a Shielel agains! Wilson hopes the 


Martin lees will avoid rocking the boat wit! 
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"ARY OF THE FUTURE, some leading 


Hone Kone firms have taken 51 
| to leave. Jardine Matheson, one 
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shifting its legal headquarters to Ber 
muda in S64 (While Keeping many of i 

| J 
iv hd 
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listed on the Hong Kong stock 


F , i 
ry ty, . I ig Ce i oe ee 
LLG | hea 2 Live Rs el bi 


oOperavon 
it i OT Danes 


as Pirerigre Nave shiited ihe: ec, most t 


ix howen of Bermuda 


reg I = | Fi j 
org ee r] r] 2 a door Pa yi 7 oe | I 
VLE PSR tae ey , AE LEP PR ed . 


Ateneer over stronely held local tradittons, symbols of Western effluence are 
seen everywiiere. In Victoria, Cheng King Yiu passes a Ralls-Royee showroom as 
he tukes for repairs the print that has adorned his one-room flat for 19 years, 





Phe ebb of talent takes its toll on the 


economy. =o do inflation and the slowing of 


China $ economy since the Beijing violence af 


O39. The colony §s ross domestic product 


Frew only 2.5 percent in 1989, down fram 7 
percent in 1OSS8: the 19900 firure seemed 
unlikely 
In 1989 and 1990 the human drain from 
Hong Kong increased dramatically, with 
caving to live 
elsewhere, up trom the yearly emigration fig 
ure of 20,000 that was normal in the early 
1O80s. Many of those leaving are the best and 
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more than 100, 


mehtest— well-educated tm pte aoe 25 #9 45 
There will he more. judcing from the look 


OT nes 
At the Star Ferry docks, a clas 


Dlavs dolls for sale, each with the messare of 


. | 
Case 15- 


ja iin Lk 5 sof | i ret a 
YOO printed on its chest “T would like to get 
out of here 


At 
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iniving monthly magazine, the Ao. 
is devoted to the concerns of those 
who are leaving Hong Kone to resettle else 


where. Bitin , bought unblushingly, the 


Hong 


ro re — Lowy donan to Jeo 


MARAZING Proliles An emigrant in every issue 
Recent articles covered “Australian Child 
Care Options,” “Properties in Portugal,” 
“Hichest Ranking MBA-Schools in U.5,A,,' 
‘Finland as an Immigration Optint,' 
“Roowing the Tax Implications of Moving to 
New Aealmmecl.” 


With typical resourcefulness a few crizens 


have tmastercd the arcana of international 


hey have learned, fos 
day old needs a 


MmMnigrahion policy 
nsiare 
VW Ree 
Hong Kone wi 


that a baby one 
but a fetus does not. Scores of pregnant 
men traveled to North Amer- 
icato give birth during 1990. Each baly, 
nutomahcally became a citizen of the count 
Lhe mother was 
lamily got a foot im the door for immicration 

Phe human side of the exodus often 1s pot 
pnant, a5 collengues compete for emigration 


opportunities, lovers goin different cires 


Visiting as a tourist—aned the 


lions, i beherly pert nts Afi left behind and 


families with hanes Appa children are “ome 
times weeded out because Australia and Can 


ada reserve the richt to decline immicrant 


who are likely to be a borden on the state 
Just a5 the desire to abandon Hong Kong 
orew im the late 198i 
ent countries — Canada, 
LoS. —eased their immigration policies 
"Tt was lik 
Mike Rowse, emigration supervisor in the 
ffice of Hone Kone's Chief Secretary, “the 
loosening up of the three policies and the 
esire to get out of Hong Kong.’ 
Had Rowse ever heard of Hong Kone 
pecnle emigrating to Ching? 
“Atter they're dead,” he said 
coffins go up to uangdong 


are cheaper in (China. Some of the elderly also 


, the three main recipi- 


Listralia. and the 


Lmateh and petrol,” said 








"The 
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T ILD SCHEMES have been proposed 
! for the « olony by the nervous and 
the ambitious. Invite the UN to 
| come in and take over. Move Hong 
Kong lock, stock, and barrel te the 
northern tip of Australia, paving ren 
to the Australians. Buy another stand aut 
of Chma's reach and re-create Hong Rong 
there — Prince Edward Road, Queen's Road, 
Star Ferry, anclall 


Meanwhile, undaunted by such specule 






tion, practical Hong Kong gets on with life. 


Builedtnes cise and fall, chileirenin uniform zo 


Py j id } I |. |; | a 7 oe 
cuititulsy schoo, Olt) Laps Duy (resh vege 


tables at neighborhood food stands, huge 


widiences watch Cantonese movies full of 


‘ae | 
Fa LF 


romance and martial arts, people flo 
Hucldhist temples on festival dave to placat 
pods and ghosts with paper money, food, and 


And this predominantly Cantonese col- 


ra ‘ 
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ony indulges its enthusiasm for rambitneg 


(Jn a recent sunday | joined 40,000 peope 
at the Roval Hong Kong Jockey Cloh, set 
agains! the soft green hills of Sha Tin in the 
Sew ‘Territorves. Here was a classless fellow 
ship of businessmen, politicians, plumbers 
shopkeepers, andl taxt drivers, held together 


by the lure of betting on the (Champions and 





(_ hater Coup and other races 
By | p.m 
on the track, 19 mollron dollars had beer 


wagered; on the last race alon 


. beTore the first horse set hool 


more than a 
1 7 7 Ire | milli a 1] iF Li | | 
ah te : au ‘] = he | 1 
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- on . . . a al 
The amazing thing about the Chinese, 
sarc. & man | met in the public stands, “15 that 
they'll bet $10,000 or $20,000, lose, and still 
be very happy 


The man is one of those Hong Rone 


a 


2 de 





1 E Mg i a 
ry BF a | t 
14 i Fe : ‘i 
ae 


a 
i 1p i. - Poet ‘ 
i is aha 
1 ‘a a By -_ 


Barbed barrier against huniiin tides 
from the north, a I6-foot-high fence— 
completed in 1280 when illegal entries 
were exceeding 150,000 a year—guords 
Hong Kong's 26-mile border with China. 
fhe fence is manned largely by the 
Gurkha Brigade, Britain's famed troops 
from Nepol A soldier searches o 
detainee (right) before he i sent back to 
China. Fooed with dog teams, rrounuil 
sensors, tom tragch tidictal constraints 
like three-year jou senfences—the 
momnber censsinue fos dropped in recent 
years, and arrests now average obout 
25 a night 


Votional Geograthic, February [90] 
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success stories. Oricinally from Sn Lanka. he 
immicrated to Hone Kone, established a 
profitable business asa jeweler, leyet it all on 


Lhe worldwide slock exchange crash of 19S) 





ind scraped togzether more money [or @ pro 
| | “a F 
TaDe Tew DUSiness [Th DESL ontral if i 
= r ij 
POL as WE apo Lei Le COMOMMINIS.S 
1 l . 
“7 = —_ - — = ' i. i fo ky 
will have 45 many roaches and rats as thi 
i at Jee The ri = | 


| cess came ancl went lnokinEg like tin’ 
hildren cressec in oranite ancl ereen and pur- 
ple silks. Across the way in the Hong Kong 
Lott Club box, Frank Anpent, &@ GuSinessmal 
and keen fumbler, orcered champarne to cel 
chalet fis labest Winnings 

Do vou win all the tine?” Dasked 

“Nobody wins all the time,” he shot back, 


wise You wouldn't gambie.” Knight, 


One! 
n large man ina natty beige suit, iooked 
beyond the club tables—lacen with chicken 
Lo | OSes elm CA Le — al sproke Wile Lbtiti- 
ately of the spectators m the public shancds 


Those people are the real Hong Rone on 


‘ens, wi rite rs Anti lil ibe ~'j iar yoe. fol Com 
Wit SOeCiansis. he Sain Lhe ane 


nz to leave Hong Kong. They don’t moan 
af i! i | ny Lan = | a = ; ny lh 
CT es ley put thei shoulder to the 
Later, as the horses galloped by, | ran 


ross an American diploma! 

if Lan abel ite money machine, this 
place,” he said, looking érounrl at the bub 
bling iol haonp people Me lelt me won- 


a i 


denne whether be meant the jockes Club or 


Fone Kone iteelt 


, 
| ind they will accommodate. The 
i noe & 1 AN e@Traeate or acoqwiesce, and 


7 since the vast Ma pOrEY do mot possess 
the firstoption, Hering may find the tide of 


reality flowing in its favor 


Wontreal-bound, Bdword Mo anal his 
daughter feany sy good-bye to thet 
apartment in the New Territories. Many 
Hong Kongers don't trist the Chinese 
and their promise of “one country, two 
eystema,” With an emigration rate of 
about a thousand oc week, the colory ts 
fast losing many of its most akiffed and 
educated citizens, Conala, Australia, 
and the U.S. are prime destinations, 





| “ ! = 
WEL Breas Lord = 





Colors of waning empire, the White En- 
sign flies astern the royal yacht Briton- 
nia as it departs Hong Kong after a vost 
by Prince Charles. In its wake o modern- 
ized junk, more Chinese in form thon 
substinece, supcesia the colony Britain 
will leave behind, the fates willing. 


We cannot know for certain what 1997 will 
bring, Uf only because China iteell is so vola- 
tile, Will Betting follow the flexible tine of the 
mid-1980s or the hard line of 1989 and 1996? 
What happens after China’s leading com- 
munist, Deng Ausoping, dies? Will commu 
nist rule eventually unravel, asin Eastern 
E1irope? 

Baroness Dunn, a director of Swire Pacific 
Lic. takes a Wait-and-see attituce. ike 
many in Hong Kong, she is a pragmatist 
“China ts in astrange mood at the moment,” 
she said, “We mustn't take that as the China 
of tomorrow, A week is along time in poll 
tics, and we still have seven vears, " she told 
me in 1990, 

Given Chinese policies and the mood of the 
Hong Kong populace, the present prospect 
is that the dynamism of Hong Keng will 
decline, economic standards will continue 
slipping, contentiousness will grow as confi 





ence declines; and-<ocial troubles will prolif- 





I 
crate us a market economy moves under the 
shadow of a paternalist regime 

Yel the only certainty is that Hong Kong i 
changing and—once again—a “new” Hong 
Kong will edge out the familiar one. Lawver 
TS. Lo feels tt ts emotionally impossible for 
peopie rooted in Hong Kong to abandon the 
hope that China, in ite own best interest, will 
handle the colony sensitrvely 

I put it to Lo that the man in the street 
doesn't care about the technicalities of the 
transition—the Joint Declaration of 1984 
(whith announced how Britain's lease on 
{ he colony would end) and the Basic Law 
of 1000, Doesn't the man in the street feel 
he knows the Chinese communists better 
than the British dar Doesn't the man in the 
street doubt that the Joint Declaration and 
Basic Law are worth the paper they were 
written on? 

“T agree with you that that's what the man 
in the street thinks,” Lo responded. “There's 
always a chance that he's right—but our sur- 
vival depends.on his being wrong. We have 
to work on that basis." 
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Is: Lo hopeful that the agreement with 


(*hinn can work? 


"Well, it certainly can't work if we are nol 
hopeful,” the lawyer responded with a sigh 
“@ HOULD TOMORBOW'S CHANGE be sharp, 
{ [ know that I would miss many things 
about the endearing Hong Rong] have 
known for a.quarter of a-century: tea 
in the lobby of the Peninsula Hotel, 
where eMpire seems permanent and 
where guests are called to the phone by a 
nenguin-size boy in a white suit who parades 


National Geographic, February 10! 
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around the tables. T would miss the brilliant 
lights af Victoria on the black water of the 
harbor. [ would miss the ripe smells and the 


human theater of the lanes, where.a lady with 


a chair and a sewing machine makes-a tailor 
shop outof thin air. [ would miss the clack of 
mah-jonge pieces on sultry nights, the hiss of 
fritters frying in a wok, the smell of salted 
squid, the wail of the bout sirens as I sit with 
a newspaper on the Star Ferry. 

L would miss faces with a story to tell, like 
that of one cheerful, wizened shoeshine man 
who rubbed the dust from my shoes with his 


Hong Aong—Countdown to [007 





bright cloth. T could not understand his Can- 
tonese, nor he my English or my Mandarin, 
but it didn’t matter. He found a green plastic 
7" of the type used on 2 door or mailbox 
and held it up to signal the price. As I paid 
him, I looked into a face that was wary yet 
open. The piercing eves, which must have 
secon Hong Kong before modernity and pros- 
perity, under the Japanese heel in the 1940s, 
when Mao overran the mamnland, ond as the 
Cultural Revolution spilled into the colony, 
seemed to say that everything that is going to 
happen has already happened ‘a 
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Holding a flag af frag, 
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1 PTs ned demensird- 
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Meeting the Need: 
A New Middle East Map 


nthe weeks following Trag’s 
bean Of Awake lest sum+ 
mci 
requcsts for mans of the Middle 
East. Some of tie requests catec 
from doctors and murses and other 
reservists being sent to the region, 
aoe From PArents of sons and 
daughters in the armed forces 
others from teachers begimning the 


* j ' z 1 
new achool Vear with students Tul 


we rechved hurtneds oi 


of qucstons. One call came from o 
woman who had just been relessti 
from Gooupired Kuwnit 

“The lragqn had taken owas ler 
hushand. and she had been hidmein 
an atte: with other wives for wecks 
aye Amy KR. Weaver, o stall mem 
ber who spoke with ber. “She 
wanted atria st that she could visu 
nlize where fer hushand wis bein 
helo— . 

To all these who asked, we 
rished an Life Tia ate pa Withee) map 


iH the Pech. In thre Mane of 


fhe got word to hes 


| Medittrrancun 


Cengaarwic vou will find 
(hit same map combined with a con 
cise tommury of historical condi 
fhoms Gero the cure nt rss 
whch we Are 


ATLA 


SO), 08) Copies oF 
donating to the anmed forces for 
distnitution both bere ii the LS 
arid on station in the Widdle East 

Mer cars 
too litthe about this vitel ores. 

“We assume that all people in the 
ire Arabs, that all Arabs ure 
that all Wlustims are ace, 
avs Middle East expert Christine 

Helms, our adviser forthe mig 
1 


dt. Mio! nations in the megon are 


. unfortunately, know 


TCR 


conglomeritions of vanous ethnic 
roups, and adherents of sian can 
seas different as 4 Jordanian Bex- 
ouin and in Imoniin ol enineet 
We shake our hes af the tistia- 
bility of the Widdle East, ot Amer- 
Loans forget, Helms savs, thut 
today § borders were imposed hy 
formien power tess thin BO yeurs 
o@o, thatoil wealth has completely 
rearranged relahons among Aran 
nations in the past three decades, 


ire 


and that the future belongs to the 60 


percent of the population who are 


unter 20 years old— av proup less 
likely to goce pt the Police arrange 
ments of the past 

AVE the height OLE Wir DEtTWRET 
lran and [rad afew years ago, 8 
Calup survey coommissioned Dy the 
Sooety decovered that 
of all Americans gould not fied the 
Persnin Gulfon a work? map. We 
irt committed to reverang that 
(rend —not only through special 
mips such as this one Sut also 
through our many CGrangraphy Edu 
cation programs. As part of our 
tradition of public service, lor exam 
giving > AAA copies of 


the new sixth edition of the 


+ Percent 


ce, we are 
Noni! 
eT i pe yreayretii Rie 2} tite World io 
needy echeaols pcrass the couniry 

L bape this map of the Mickie 
Enst ts just-what you've been look 
ing for to help you understand this 


re peo ol Conhning IT porlance 
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Is Our World Warming’ 


“Under the Sun” (October 1990) by Samuel W. 
Matthews and photographer James A. Sugar was 
most enhghtening. | finally have an understanding. 
of the amount of destruction done by the human 
tace. An article like this may be just what is needed 
to open the ¢yes of people. Maybe we can get 
everyone to. do their part in slowing the process. 
ou can count on me domg mine. 
Lisa C. PETERMAN 
sunnweale, California 


You ask, “What can be done to safeguard our 
future?” We answer: a wholehearted commitment 
lo stopping world population growth. United 
Nations projections show that world population, 
now at 3.3 billion, could stabilize at8 billion by the 
year 2050. Or, if current trends continue, global 
numbers could nearly tiple. Much attention has. 
been focused on the need to conserve energy and 
preserve our forests, Dut policymakers are too 
show in their willingness to contront the wild card— 
population growth. With 40) percent of the world’s 
population entering their reproductive years in the 
Os, action is needed now, 
SUSAN WEBER 
Zero Papulatin Growth 
Washington, DL © 


The ides of global warming has gone froma model- 
ers dream to popular environmental wisdom and 
is about to take the expensive last step: govern- 
ment appropriations to avoid the “crsis.” Politi- 
cans are preparing to save us by introducing 
legriation to spend plenty of money or pass com- 
plicated nestrictions on one thing or another. 
Overreaction to environmental ideas that are not 
well-founded can result in huge economic costs. 
Grorce E. Rmaer 

fakerstield, California 


The article ts a valuable summary of information 
not readily available even to those with scientific 
hackerounds. | wish tocomment on the intermreta- 
tion of ancient ice core sampling used to establish 
the historic carbon dioxide content of the atmo- 
sphere. There are strong grounds for concluding 
that the greenhouse effect played a major role im 
the mechanics of ending the lee Age. Considerable 
quantities of CO, continuously emanate from 


Forum 


earth's crust. During wn ioe wee there is less fining 

of that gas by living organisms. Therefore the CO. 
content would increase during an ice age, 

Po J. Howseney 

Havent, England 


Ice core analysis clearly reveals reduced CO> levels 
during on iv age, 


I question the validity of the COs measurements 

in ice sheets as proving that global warming is 

increasing. CO} is quite soluble in water and ice 

and surely would have been lost by migration over 
long time penods. 

Mite SWANEY 

Spring Aull, Florida 


Yes, CO) iy soleble in water but not in extremely 
cold tee, The ar trapped as bubbles in ice cannot 
euiprate ad i comtiiered by scientists tobe a very 
rriidble indicator.of fossil air content, 


sea level has been higher and the earth warmer 
within the span of human culture than it is now. 
Earth's climate has and undowbtedly will continue 
to change for reasons dimly perceived and meually 
wholly bevond humin control. Wouldn't it be bet- 
ter to lear te live with some of the changes instead 
of trying to Manipulate nature to suit ourselves? 
Rated H. Feracs, Jr. 

Okfohoma City, ORfahama 


Congratulations on your superb “The Cajuns: 
Sull Loving Life.” True. my generation (19406) 
will be the last to speak “Cajun.” Otherwise 
well-intentioned teachers cajoled and spanked 
measure of Cajun out of my father’s generation: 
mnoramus oulsiderm mdiculed away onother 
portion; and. finally, faced with indifference from 
Anglos, our parents failed to force us to use Cajun. 
If we as anotion lear a lesson from the loss of Ca- 
juin and do not force other colorful languages into 
extinction, then the Cajuns will have contributed 
another ingredient to the gumix that i America. 
Vie COUVILLION 

Southeattern Jouising Ueiversity 

Aenyunond, Loutriand 


While itis difficult to find a southem Louisianian 
under 40 who can speak fluent [7th-centory 
French—or any French for that matter—Cajun 
French can be heard in neighborhodds. ot church 
functions, in lounges, and on very-high-frequency 
radio channels on fishing boats and tugs, 
AntHomyY KR, Mints 
FPO Sen Francisco, California 


Why doesn't the article feature the great Cajun 
women: our mothers, like mine, Audtey Brous- 
sard, who makes the best hen and oyster gumbo 
...0F Bobbre Denis, the accordion player who 
performs the old-time Cajun tunes by car... or 


Nell Prejean, at 80 plus years soll poing strong. 

dancing two or three times a week, exemplifving 

Caiun joie de vivre: The energy and “centeres- 

ness,” the essence of Cajun spint, come from the 
women. The story is only half told. 

BRENDA BROUSSARD 

Cornaties, New Merica 


Asan Acadian from Grand-Sault (Grand Falls). 
New Hrunswick, | was disturbed by the unfavor- 
able impression Mr. Smith pives of our life-style 
compared with that of the Cajuns. La joie de vivre 
alive and well with us, the Acadions, as well as 
with our cousins the Cajuns. 
CLavoiNe GonsouT Lavoie 
Montreal, Quebec 


Never have I been transported to another place so 
well as in the article on Surugu Bay T actually felt | 
wos looking at the underwater world David Douhi- 
jet described. Even without the photographs, 
which were beautiful, | would have been able to 
picture exactly what he was suiving. 
Desoran J, Lamp 
Little Falls, New York 


Mali’s Dogon People 
| found the article by David Robertson Mali’s Do- 
gon people a most admirable picee of reportage: 
the good taste with which the author approached 
people and ther surroundings, the way he looked 
at things, the selection he made for his article, and 
the way he presented it are all perfect. 
H, J. Becker 
Vienna, Austria 


The photograph on pages 1112-103 portrays well 
the mood of the hanmattin, a wind trom the Saha- 
ra, Butitsarnval means that the dry season has just 
begun. The sight of tain clouds is possibly six 
months distant. In West Afnica ram comes from 
the Athintic, borne by winds from the southwest 
that do net blaw until April, when the Northem 
Hemisphere begins to warm up. 
Jos AL. ASHCRAFT 
Fallon, Nevada 


Inthe fascinating article on treetop rafting by din- 
gible for biological research in the French Guiana 
rain forest, the comment was made that “some spi- 
ders resembled ants, apparently a way to fool such 
predators as binds, which generally avoid ecuting 
ants because of their bad taste.” An equally plausi- 
ble explanation of this mimicry is that some spiders 
resembling ants are deceiving those ants upon 
which they prey. 
JoHus A. Wrst 
Professor of Plant Biology 
University of California, Berkeley 


The piece an the reuse of old tires was of interest 

since we in cement production are able to intro- 

duce tires directly into the cement kiln to provide 

about 10 percent of our energy needs. In the 

2300"F kiln, tines unddreo complete combustion, 

This provides an excellentexample ofthe coupling 
of industrial and environmental concerns. 

D. Kenn McFaur 

RorCrow Cement Compiny 

Midlothian, Texas 


The old-tire feature mentions useful and novel 
ideas but fars to indicate the economic stopper: 
transportation costs. A truckload of tiresis mostly 
ait. For any of the ideas to make an impact on the 
missive number of old tires, a cheap, effective, 
and locally applied chopping orcompressing meth- 
cl is needed —not an casy task with today's steel- 
belted radials. 
W. Travis WALTON 
Engineering Research Center 
University of Marvland, College Park 


Regarding the piece about wolves, the killing of 
radio-transmitter-collared wildlife ts not always a 
comcidence, especially within the short penod ofa 
week. Researchers studying bears in the Smokies 
found that poachers used radia receivers to track 
the helpless animals. The large area of the forest is 
nota deterrent to a poacher with a first-class radio 
receiver. In fact. the very devices intended to save 
those creatures now lead to their demise. 
CHARLES LANE 
Charlottesville, Virginia 


in the item on carly lightning detection. | was 

amazed at the absence of a caption. [fF 1 had not 

been to Perth lastyear, | would never have recog- 

nized that Mikhail Pierce's photograph is of that 
Australian city. 

ALEXANDRA J. CORNWELL 

Arunswick Heads, New South Wales 


Residents: of Tumbler Ridge m eastern British 
Columbia can identify with the piece on the Board 
on Geographic Names, Since its incorporation in 
1981 us the province's newest resource Lown, 
based on open-pit coal mining, our town of 3 ,(0X) 
has téceived mail addressed to Thunder, Tum- 
bling, Tubler, Timber, Tublmg, Tumble. and a 
virtety of other names. “Ridge” poses no prob 
lem, but the part named attertumblingrocks does. 
ANE LeBLanc 

Tumbler Ridge, Sritish Columbia 


























Letter thonld be adele fo Poa, National Gree 
eraphic Mapezine, Hox 37448, Wortingiom, 0, C2073, 
ar chould include yerder's addres anu telephone niamn- 
ber Moral! letters oon beard, Those thatare will often be 
edited and exderpred. 


National Geographic, February 1901 





Troubled Hubble Still 
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A Battle to Restore a 
Church's Priceless Art 

iu Schwartebaum 14 a fresco 
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Loration of the Sistine Chapel 
(GHogearmic, December 1989). 5 
ne craw: On GARETT he wien hh 
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A Lifetime Recording the Black Spirit 


Ter more than hati o century Prentice Herman 
Polk = comero documented the irves of blacks in 
his native Alabama. Hy the time he died in 1984 
at the nee Of Bb, he was o legend 
Like his counterpart James Van Der Zee, who pho 
tloeraphed blacks in Hartem 
(irtioeaPriic. February 1977) 
Polk concentrated on a-specitic 
recon. “He was rooted in Als- 
baru soil.” says Louise Daniel 
Hotchimsan, & stone who 
has been researching Polk's life 
nnd work. He recorded black 
fe in Macon County, from an 
onknown sharecropper (riebt 
to George Washington Carver 
(left), from femuly portraits ta 
the civil nghts movement. “he 
captured the spo of the peeple.” save Hunchinson 
She caumiinied 13 (Nel ot Polk s negatives al | uskewee 
Linnversity. where he was official photographer tom 
1939 ute) his death. Polk's health and the quality of tus 
work declined in the (Seis and |24k- Then come tie 
civil nights movement, and Polk wos “recharged,” 


Hitchin wees. “Evervithing st came into focus." 
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Galapagos Tortoise 


Genus: Oecchelone 

Sphere fies nigra 

Ault size: Length, uz 
to Lee cm 


Adult weight: Upto 277 


Habitat: Volkenic island 
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(Calapagos tortoises were so abundant that early explorers named the 
islands Galapagos, Spanish for tortoises. But by the late 19th centu- 
ry, hundreds of thousands of tortuises had been killed by whalers 
for food, Island ecosystems are especially vulnerable, but with care- 
ful protection, the miant tortoises will continue to enhance their 
unique natural environment. To save endangered species, it is essen- 
hal to protect their habitats and understand the vital role of each 
species within the earth's ecasys- 
tems. Photography, both as a scien- 
tihc research tool and as a means 
of communication, can help promote 
a preater awareness and understand- 


ing of the Galapagos tortoise and 





our entire wildlife hentage. The New Classic 
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Border Would Disappear 
at U.S.-Mexican Park 


treould be called the ultimate 
Tex-Mex project.” Conserva- 
Ceists will reCogare it ws the 
eget intermational park inthe 
work! —il the 1. 8. and Mexioo can 
Agree on cooperative management 
of more than two mullion acres 
straddling the Rio Grande (above), 
Airey protected on the U.S 
mde ore more than & millon acres 
including 802.54] in Big Beni Na 
tional Park. Sew Miewico plans an 
equivitent sanctuary directly across 
the nver in rogeed Conhuils state 
csert species, some hard 
pressed by hunin development, 
share both sides of the river. Thes 
Inctide the mountain hon, percerine 
fnloon, black bear, wad an éendan- 
gered songbird, the black-capped 
wree., Each nation woul! acdiamster 
tk reserve but exchange information 
amd techneeyry as tio the LL). 4S. ane 
Canada at Waterton-(lacer Inter- 
nahonal Peace Park 
‘Gur combined parks might oper 
ihe us a free Tone where visitors 























SSR boe & Teh bly 


Hien cost Of rescue was justified 
even though the population ci 
LO EM sea otters in the sound was 
never serncusly threatened. “We 
| learned how to build emergency 
= aqelias : ; . 
. EOC || oe He Cormeen CCnuers quickly, and we improved 
4 meio =" rs ik cat | iis ae | abl i 
ey "pant i -* Peer TeRCTHOEY BCR Les that will helo 
WAKA Pare animals recover fram future ol 
| : dilis,” sail Dr: Randall Davis 
Madara RGF ae fg 
Ale Geltame = bcadl Of the rescue. 
o's The bill was paid by the Exxon 
toe  SoMpany USA, whose-tanker 
smiled 10.9 millon gallons of crue 
could cross borders Without ening ofl.on March 24, 1989, About a third 
through customs,” eaid Jim Carneo, of the captured otters died, many 


superimicndcnt at Big Bend, “T From beesting ofl. Of the 225 survi- 
| 





them it would be ane pia wore (4 wene retumed ta the wild, 
And 28 pups and disabled cults 

The High Cost of WED TC Hcp Leer 

Rescuing Otters 


apturing, cleaning, and treat 
ing 357 otters stricken by the 
il spoil in Prince William 
Sound, AINSKE, Carly [wo years hee 
cms! 15.3 million dollars in salaries 
capture boats, helicopter time. and 
The oonttruchon of three ettrergency 
facthities. That works oui to $51 2A) 


per otter. But scientists believe the 
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You have 
to kill 
a whole 
elephant 
to geta 
little ivory. 


The road to extinction is paved with Ivory bracelets, rings and carvings. 
All beautiful. All deadly. 

Every day in Africa, 143 elephants are slaughtered, At this rate, they'll 
be wiped out in 25 years. Unless you help now, First, don't buy ivory, new or 
old. And alert everyone you know 

Then, support World Wildlife Funed's elephant action campaign. We are 
the only group actively working with local people across Africa to stop 
poaching and save etepnant lancs. 

Helo us hire more rangers, buy more jeeps, equip more patrols and 
save more elephants. Send for more information now, And help keep ivory 
Where it belongs. 


SAVE ELEPHANTS. Down’ T Buy IVORY 
WoOrLD WILDLIFE FUND Cep ZAt 1250 24n St WW Weeringon, OC poo0T 
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